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The Beginning of the Indiction 

(The Church Year),  

St Symeon the Stylite 

13th Sunday After Pentecost 

1 / 14 September 2008 
 

Resurrection Tropar, Tone 4: When the women disciples of the Lord / learned 

from the Angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection / they cast away the 

ancestral curse / and elatedly told the Apostles / death is overcome / Christ God 

is risen / granting the world great mercy.                                                          

Troparion of the New Year tone 2: Lord of the universe who by Thy 

power hast established the times and seasons,/ bless this year with Thy 

goodness,/ preserve our Rulers and keep Thy flock in peace,/ through the 

prayers of the Mother of God, and save us. 

Troparion of St Symeon Stylites tone 1: O Symeon, righteous father, thou didst become a pillar of patience, and excel like the 

forefathers:/ Job in his sufferings, Joseph in temptation,/ and in the flesh wert like the bodiless ones./ Intercede with Christ our God 

that He may save our souls. 

Resurrection Kondak, Tone 4:  My Saviour and Redeemer / as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their 

chains / He has shattered the gates of hell, / and as Master, / He has risen on the third day.  

Kontakion of the New Year tone 4: Creator and Lord of the ages, God of all,/ transcendent in essence: Bless this year./ Save all 

who worship and cry:/ Grant us a fruitful year,/ O Compassionate Redeemer. 

Kontakion of St Symeon Stylists tone 2: While seeking the kingdom of heaven thou wast united to mankind on earth./ Thy pillar 

was a chariot of fire and thou a companion of angels./ O righteous Symeon,/ intercede with Christ our God for us all. 
 

Epistle: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, For kings and all 

who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in 

the sight of God our Savior, Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and 

one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, For 

which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle--I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying--a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 

and truth.  
 

Second Epistle: Corinthians 16:13-24. 

Third Epistle: Colossians 3:12-16. 

 

The Gospel According To St. Luke 4:16-22 

  

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 

and stood up to read. And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place 

where it was written: "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those 

who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and 

sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture 

is fulfilled in your hearing." So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth.  
 

Second Gospel: St Matthew 12:33-42. 

Third Epistle: St Matthew 11:27-30. 

 

 

Calendar for the Rest of the Week 

 

1 / 14 September – The Beginning of the Church's Year - The First Ecumenical Council decreed that the Church's year should begin on 

September 1st. The month of September was, for the Jews, the beginning of the civil year (see Exodus 12:2), the month of the gathering of fruits 

and the bringing to God of sacrifices of thanksgiving. It was at the time of this feast that the Lord Jesus went into the synagogue in Nazareth, 

opened the Book of the Prophet Isaiah and read the words: 'The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; because He hath anointed Me to preach good 

tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them 

that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance' (Is. 61:1-2; cf. Luke 4:16-21). This month of September is 

also noted in the history of Christianity because it was during September that Constantine the Great was victorious over Maxentius, the enemy of 

the Christian faith, a victory followed by the granting of freedom of confession of the Christian faith through- out the whole Roman Empire. For 

a long time, the civil year in the Christian world was reckoned in the same way as the Church's year, from September 1st, but it was later changed 

to January 1st, first in western Europe and then also in Russia in the time of Peter the Great;  

Our Holy Father Simeon Stylites (the Elder) and his mother St. Martha - born in Syria of peasant parents, he fled from them at the age of 

eighteen and became a monk. He gave himself to the strictest asceticism, sometimes fasting for forty days. After that, he followed a 
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particular ascesis, until then unknown: standing day and night on a pillar in unceasing prayer. His pillar was at first three metres high, then one of 

six metres was built for him, then eleven, eighteen and finally twenty. His mother, Martha, came to see him twice, but he would not receive her, 

saying to her from his pillar: 'Don't disturb me now, Mother dear, if we are to be worthy to meet in the next world.' St Simeon endured 

innumerable assaults from demons, overcoming them all by prayer. He worked great miracles, healing the sick by his prayers and his words. 

People from all sides gathered around his pillar: rich and poor, kings and slaves. He helped them all, restoring bodily health to some, giving 

comfort and instruction to others and denouncing some for their heretical faith. The Empress Eudocia was thus turned from the Eutychian heresy 

back to Orthodoxy. Simeon lived in asceticism during the reigns of the Emperors Theodosius the Younger, Marcian and Leo the Great. This first 

Christian stylite and great wonderworker, St Simeon, lived for seventy years, and entered into rest in the Lord on September 1st, 459. His relics 

were taken to Antioch, to the church dedicated to his name; St. Joshua the Son of Nun. 

 

2  / 15 September - The Holy Martyr Mamas — He was born in Paphlagonia of eminent Christian parents, Theodotus and Rufina, who were 

thrown into prison for the name of Christ. In the prison, Theodotus was the first to die, and Rufina, after giving birth to a son, soon followed her 

husband, and the new-born child was left in the prison beside the bodies of his parents. God the Provider sent His holy angel to a noble widow, 

Ammia, whom the angel told in a dream to go to the prison and take the child. Ammia asked the city governor's permission to bury the dead and 

take the child into her own home. The child was dumb until the age of five, and then his first word was 'Mama', because of which he was given 

the name Mamas. At school, he showed an unusual brightness, and, being brought up at home in a Christian spirit, did not conceal his faith but 

confessed it before his contemporaries, mocking at the idols. In the time of the Emperor Aurelian, there was a vicious persecution of Christians, 

and the pagans did not spare even Christian children. Mamas was fifteen years old when he was taken before the Emperor. The Emperor told him 

to deny Christ only with his lips. To this Mamas replied: 'I shall not deny my God and King Jesus Christ either in my heart or with my lips.' The 

Emperor ordered that he be beaten, burned with torches and finally thrown into the sea, but an angel of God saved him and took him to a high 

mountain near Caesarea. There he lived in solitude and prayer, and fierce wild beasts were tamed by his holiness. He was eventually found there 

by the persecutors and put again to torture. Overcoming both the power of fire and the fierceness of wild beasts, holy Mamas was stabbed with a 

trident by a pagan priest. He thus gave his holy soul to the God to whom he had remained faithful in all his sufferings. Many of the sick have 

been healed by his relics. St John the Faster, Patriarch of Constantinople; St Eleazar; The Feast of the Kaluga Icon of the Mother of God. 

 

3 / 16 September – The Hieromartyr Anthimus - Born in Nicomedia, he was brought up from childhood as a true Christian. 'His body was 

mortified, his spirit humble; jealousy was uprooted, anger tamed, sloth banished.... he had love for all and was at peace with all, had a good 

understanding with all, was filled with zeal for the glory of God and was open to all.' It is not surprising that a man of such virtues was made a 

bishop. St Anthimus worked as a bishop in Nicomedia at the time of a harsh persecution of Christians under the two wicked Emperors Diocletian 

and Maximian. Streams of Christian blood were spilled, especially in Nicomedia. One year, on the feast of the Nativity of Christ, twenty 

thousand martyrs were burned in one church (see Dec. 28th). This happened during Anthimus's episcopate. The persecution did not end with this, 

but continued, and many Christians were thrown into prison and kept there for torture and death. St Anthimus withdrew to a village, Omana, not 

to escape death but to be able thence to strengthen his flock in the path of martyrdom, that none should draw back through fear. One of his letters 

to the Christians in prison was seized and taken to the Emperor Maximian. The Emperor sent twenty soldiers to find Anthimus and take him. The 

grey-beard, discerning this, went out to meet the soldiers, brought them into his house as his guests and only then revealed that he was Anthimus. 

The soldiers, amazed at his kindness, urged him to hide, and said that they would tell the Emperor that they had been unable to find him, but 

Anthimus replied that he dared not allow God's Law to be violated by a lie in order to save his life. So he set out with the soldiers. On the way, all 

the soldiers came to faith in Christ and were baptised by Anthimus. Brought before the Emperor, Anthimus was submitted to harsh and long-

drawn-out torture, and was finally beheaded with an axe. He glorified God and entered into rest in the Lord at the beginning of the fourth century. 

The Holy Martyr Vasilissa; St Joannicius, Archbishop and first Patriarch of Serbia; Our Holy Father Theoctistus. 

 

4 / 17 September - The Hieromartyr Babylas - This 'great and wonderful man, if one can call him a man', as St John Chrysostom expresses it, 

was archbishop in Antioch in the time of the wicked Emperor Numerian. This Numerian made a peace-treaty with some barbarian king, who was 

of better character and a greater lover of peace than himself. As a sign of his sincere desire for a lasting peace, the king gave his little son to be 

brought up at Numerian's court. One day, Numerian butchered the boy and offered him as a sacrifice to the idols. Still hot from his wicked 

shedding of innocent blood, this evildoer went to a Christian church to see what was happening there. Holy Babylas was at prayer with the 

people. He heard that the Emperor was coming with his retinue and intended to enter the church. Babylas stopped the service, went out in front of 

the church and told the Emperor that, as an idolater, he was not permitted entry to the holy church where the one, true God was worshipped. 

Speaking of Babylas, Chrysostom says: 'Who else in the world would he fear, having with such authority withstood the Emperor? By this he 

taught kings not to spread their power further than the measure given them by God, and also showed the clergy how to use their authority. ' The 

shamed Emperor turned back, but planned revenge. The following day, the Emperor summoned Babylas, and began to berate him and bid him 

offer sacrifice to idols, which the saint, naturally, steadfastly refused to do. The Emperor then bound him with chains and threw him into prison. 

He also tortured three children: Urban, aged twelve, Prilidian, aged nine and Hippolinus, aged seven. Babylas was their spiritual father and 

teacher, and they had stayed near him out of love for him. They were the sons of a Christian woman, Christodoula, who herself suffered for 

Christ. The Emperor first ordered that each child be beaten with the number of blows that totalled his age, and then had them thrown into prison. 

Babylas, in bonds, was present at the beheading of the children, giving them courage, and then laid his honoured head under the sword. He was 

buried by Christians in the chains in which he was bound at his death, in one grave with the three children. Their holy souls flew off to the 

company of heaven, and their wonderworking relics remained to be of support to the faithful, along with the enduring witness of their heroism in 

the Faith. They suffered in about 283. The Holy Prophet Moses; The Holy Martyrs Marcellus and Cassian; Translation of the relics of Ss. 

Cuthbert & Birinus, bb, to Durham, England 

Icon of the Unburnt Bush - This beautiful Icon calls to mind the burning Bush which Moses saw, but which was not consumed by the flames. 

The Prophet Moses is also commemorated on this day. On the Icon is a representation of the Mother of God with Her Child. She holds a ladder 

on which is sometimes represented St John of the Ladder, the ascetic who wrote a great spiritual treatise called "The Ladder." This richly 

meaningful Icon depicts the Mother of God Who contained within Her Womb the Eternal God Who is Fire, and yet was unconsumed, like the 

Unburnt Bush. She is a true Ladder by which we ascend to Heaven, as the Son of God took His Body from Her. The Prophet David is also 

depicted in the Icon, as the Ancestor of the Most Holy Theotokos and of Christ. He foretold the coming of the Messiah, especially through his 

Psalms. Many Icons of the Feasts of the Orthodox Church have depictions of David for the fact that his Psalms are used throughout to celebrate 

the events of our salvation. This icon has been known for its miracles of preservation from fires in Churches and homes.  
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5/ 18 September - The Holy Prophet Zacharias - He was the father of St. John the Forerunner. Zacharias was the son of Barachias, from the 

lineage of Abia, of the sons of Aaron. Zacharias was a high priest who held the eighth degree of service in the Temple at Jerusalem. His wife 

Elizabeth was the daughter of Sophia and sister of St. Anna, who was the mother of the Holy Theotokos. During the reign of King Herod the 

child-slayer, Zacharias was serving one day at the Temple of Jerusalem according to his turn. An angel of God appeared to him in the sanctuary, 

and Zacharias had great fear. The angel said to him: Fear not, Zacharias (Luke 1:13), and announced that Elizabeth would bear a son, in answer 

to their prayers. But both Zacharias and Elizabeth were old. When Zacharias doubted the words of the heavenly herald, the angel said: I am 

Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God (Luke 1:19). Zacharias was struck dumb from that hour, and could not speak until his son was born and 

he had written on a tablet: His name is John (Luke 1:63). Then his speech returned, and he magnified God. Some time later, when the Lord Jesus 

had been born and Herod began to slaughter the children of Bethlehem, he sent men to find and kill the son of Zacharias-for Herod had heard all 

that had happened to Zacharias, and how John had been born. Upon seeing the soldiers coming, Elizabeth took John into her arms-he was a year 

and a half old at that time-fled from the house with him, and ran to a rocky and desolate place. When she saw the soldiers following her, she cried 

out to the mountain: ``O mountain of God, receive a mother with her child!'' and the rock opened and hid the mother and child. Then Herod, 

enraged that the child John had not been slain, ordered that Zacharias be slain before the altar. The blood of Zacharias was spilled on the marble 

and dried solid as stone, and remained as a witness to Herod's evil deed. In the place where Elizabeth hid with John a cave opened, water flowed 

out of it, and a fruit-bearing palm grew, all by the power of God. Forty days after the death of Zacharias, the blessed Elizabeth died. The child 

John remained in the wilderness, fed by an angel and protected by God's providence, until the day he appeared at the Jordan; The Holy Martyrs 

Juventius and Maximinus; Seventy Holy Martyrs; Venerable Athanasius 

 

6 / 19 September  -  Commemoration of the Miracles of the Holy Archangel Michael - There was in Phrygia a place called Chonae 

(plunging), not far from Hierapolis, and in that place there was a miraculous spring of water. When the Apostle John the Theologian, together 

with Philip, was preaching the Gospel in Hierapolis, he looked at this place and foretold that a spring would gush forth in it, a spring of healing 

water from which many would be restored to health, and that the place would be visited by Michael, the great archangel of God. This prophecy 

was very soon fulfilled: a spring of water appeared, which became known far and wide for its miraculous power. A pagan in Laodicea had a 

dumb daughter, which caused him great grief, but the Archangel Michael appeared to him in a dream and urged him to take his daughter to this 

spring, that she might be restored to health. The father immediately obeyed, took his daughter and there encountered many people who had come 

to seek deliverance from various ills. They were all Christians. The man asked how he should seek healing, and the Christians told him: 'In the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, you must beg the Archangel Michael.' The father made his petition accordingly and 

dipped his daughter in the water, and the girl began to speak. Then this pagan was baptised along with his daughter and his whole household, and 

built a church to the Archangel Michael over the spring. Later, a young man called Archippus settled there. Pagans did him much malicious 

harm, for they did not want such power to be felt from a Christian holy place and many people be drawn to it. In their wickedness, they altered 

the course of a nearby river, so that it inundated the church and the spring. But, at the prayers of Archippus, the Archangel Michael appeared and 

opened a fissure in the rock at the end of the church, through which the flooding river plunged. So the place was saved, and became known as 

Chonae — plunging — from the river's plunge through the opened fissure. St Archippus lived there in asceticism till the age of seventy, and 

entered peacefully into rest in the Lord. The Holy Martyr Romulus and the 11,000 soldiers; St Eudoxius; Our Holy Father David;  

St. Bega, virgin, first abbess of Copeland in Cumbria – of Irish royalty. Her family arranged her marriage to the Prince of Norway. Bega 

wanted to devote her life and virginity to the Lord, refused the arrangement, and fled. It is said that she was carried across the sea to the coast of 

Cumberland by riding on a clod of earth. She lived as am anchoress in Cumberland for many years, being fed by the birds in the woods. Saint 

Oswald of Northumbria, on a raid to dispel some highwaymen, convinced her to enter a convent for her own safety. She agreed, and took the veil 

from Saint Aidan of Lindisfarne and founded a monastery which later was named after her. As Abbess she was known for her generosity to the 

poor and oppressed who came to the abbey for assistance.                                                                                                                                                         

 

7 / 20 September  - Forefeast of the Nativity of the Theotokos - The Holy Martyr Sozon - Born in Lycaonia, Sozon was a shepherd and lived 

by the Law of God, teaching his brothers and sisters, and his friends, his devout faith. He learned in a vision that he would suffer martyrdom for 

Christ. At that time, there was a great persecution of Christians near the city of Pompeiopolis on the part of Maximian, the governor of Silicia. In 

the city, there was a golden idol which was worshipped by the pagans. Sozon left his sheep, went to the city, entered the pagan temple and 

knocked an arm off the golden idol, melting it down and giving the gold to the poor. There was a great outcry in the city because of this, and the 

pagans began to search for the guilty man. That no-one else should suffer for his action, Sozon went to the governor and declared himself to be a 

Christian and the performer of that act. The torturers first beat him, then chained him to a tree and flogged him with iron flails. When he was at 

his last breath, they cast him into the flames, where holy Sozon gave his soul to God. He suffered in about 304. His relics were found to be 

wonderworking, and a church dedicated to him was built over them. The Holy Apostles Euodus and Onesiphorus; The Holy Martyr Eupsychius; 

St John, Archbishop of Novgorod; One of the feasts of St. Dunstan, archbishop of Canterbury. 

 

 

REFLECTION 

We should use all that is necessary in this world for the cultivation of our souls, for when death separates us from this world we 

will take nothing to the other world except our souls, in whatever state they have been formed here. When he was eighteen, St. 

Simeon the Stylite was so concerned about the salvation of his soul that one day he fell face down on the earth and prayed to God 

that He would show him the path of salvation. And lying thus in prayer for a long time, he had a vision that he was digging a 

trench for a foundation and, exhausted from digging, stopped to catch his breath. A voice spoke to him, saying: ``Dig deeper!'' 

Then he began, with greater labor and effort, to dig yet deeper. Again he stopped to catch his breath. But again he heard the voice: 

``Dig deeper!'' He again began to dig, with even greater labor and effort. At this the voice spoke to him again: ``Stop, it is 

sufficient! Now build what you wish to build; for without labor, you will succeed in nothing.'' Those who labor little, and build the 

life of their soul on sensual shallowness, build on sand, which cannot uphold anything, even in this transitory world-and even more 

so in eternity. 
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