14" Sunday After Pentecost

Hieromartyr Eutyches
24 August / 6 September

Resurrection Tropar, Tone 5: Let us, the faithful; praise and worship the Word, / Co-eternal with
the Father and the Spirit, / born for our salvation from the Virgin; / for He willed to be lifted up on
the cross in the flesh, / to endure death, / and to raise the dead / by His glorious Resurrection!

Tropar of St Eutyches tone 4: O disciple of the holy Apostles, thou wast a teacher of godliness/
and didst openly proclaim the incarnation of the Word./ Thou didst suffer as a martyr and
confirm the word of Faith by thy miracles./ O Hieromartyr and Father Eutyches/ pray to Christ
our God for our souls.

Resurrection Kondak, Tone 5: Thou didst descend into hell, O my Saviour, / shattering its gates
as Almighty, / resurrecting the dead as Creator, / and destroying the sting of death. / Thou hadst
delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of Man, / and we cry to Thee, O Lord, save us.

Kondak of Eutyches tone 3: Thou wast a successor of the Apostles and an example to bishops O
Eutyches who didst die as a martyr./ Thou didst shine like the sun and illuminate all,/ dispelling the darkness of
godlessness./ Wherefore we venerate thee as Christ's divine servant.

Vespers: Lord I have Cried, Tone 5, on 10: Octoechos 7; Hieromartyr 3 (O blessed martyr Eutyches); G/N:
Sunday Dogmatic in the 5™ tone. Aposticha: Octoechos; G/N: Theotokion in the Octoechos.

Matins Gospel III

Epistle: Corinthians 1:21 - 2:4

Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, Who also has sealed us and given us
the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you I came
no more to Corinth. Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers for your joy; for by faith
you stand. But I determined this within myself, that I would not come again to you in sorrow. For if I make you
sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the one who is made sorrowful by me? And I wrote this very
thing to you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow over those from whom I ought to have joy, having
confidence in you all that my joy is the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to
you, with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so
abundantly for you.

WHO ALSO HAS SEALED US AND GIVEN US THE SPIRIT IN OUR HEARTS AS A DEPOSIT

Again, from the past He establishes the future. For it is He Who establishes us in Christ (that is, who does not
suffer us to be shaken from the faith which is in Christ) and He Who anointed us and gave the Spirit in our
hearts. How will He not give us the future things? For He gave the principles and the foundations, and the root
and the fount (to wit the true knowledge of Him, the partaking of the Spirit) how will He not give the things that
come of these? ...And what is 'anointed,’ and 'sealed?' He gave the Spirit, by Whom He did both these things,
making at the same time prophets and priests and king, for in old times these three ranks were anointed ...For
we are both to enjoy a kingdom and to be made priests by offering our bodies for a sacrifice (for he says 'present
your members a living sacrifice to God') and moreover we are constituted prophets too: for 'the things eye has
not seen, nor ear heard,' (I Cor. 2:9) these have been revealed to us. And in another way, too, we become kings: if
we have the mind to get dominion over our unruly thoughts, for such a one is a king and more than one who
wears a diadem.

St. John Chrysostom. Homily III on II Corinthians I, 4, 5. B#56, pp. 289-290.
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Gospel: St. Matthew 22: 1-14

The Lord said this parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son,
And sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come.
Again, he sent out other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, "See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen
and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding." ' But they made light of it and went
their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully,
and killed them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those
murderers, and burned up their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding is ready, but those who were
invited were not worthy. Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.' So
those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And
the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did
not have on a wedding garment. So he said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding
garment?' And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, take him away,
and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are
chosen."

THE WEDDING FEAST

Such a Gospel the Holy Church offers today for our attention: the Gospel about the wedding feast. And in verses
10 to 13 is the section which refers to both the good and the evil ones who gathered at the meal. And when the
lord entered, he found one man who was not dressed in a wedding garment. And just for this, that he was not
wearing a wedding garment, such a terrible punishment followed. He was thrown out, bound, and was cast into
a place of fire. For us this may even be incomprehensible. What is this actually? God is merciful, compassionate,
and suddenly such a terrible punishment. Here is something we must understand. Let us look at it. If you
remember, brothers, the Gospel which was read Sunday before last, you will recall also the pious young man
who approached the Lord and asked Him what to do in order to enter the Kingdom of God. The Lord said, Fulfil
the commandments. He said that he had fulfilled them. But seeing his heart, the Lord said: Give away everything
you possess and follow me (Mt. 19:16-21).

The Lord called the young man to follow Him, but this young man was rich. And he trusted in these earthly
riches, in the things that surround us. He somehow didn't understand that this very night his soul might be taken
away and pass into eternal life. And what did he go away with? The Lord called him for renewal, to remove from
his heart all the scabs, which are human passions. The Lord called. But he had riches which made him think that
this earth is ours and is the purpose of our life. This is all we have: our houses, our villas, our cars, our
relationships with each other. And we don't notice that one after another we depart. So this means that the
Gospel of the Sunday before last is pointing out: do not trust, do not persist in your strivings for possession of
earthly things, because this very night eternity may open for us. The earth is given to us only as a means of
receiving those things which should be in a man's soul. And our soul should be suffused, as if saturated with the
Beatitudes.

And this past Sunday. In the Gospel reading it told about the vineyard workers. The lord created the vineyard,
gave them livelihood for their work. This livelihood consisted of everything that was needed for their life. But
they, like the young man, accepted in their heart that this vineyard was their riches, that it belonged to them.
This very vineyard, which was serving only as a means of acquiring goodness of heart, became for them an
object of temptation. They decided to use it as their own. And therefore, they drove off all symptoms that were
telling them that, after all, this was not theirs, that it belonged to the Lord; and you have to do what the Lord
requires of you: cultivate the vineyard. Then you will receive in your heart that goodness with which you can
depart from this vineyard and go to something much better and greater, to something which God has prepared
for you. But they did not pay attention to these symptoms. The vineyard became for them such a temptation, as
the earth is for us, in which we seem to have everything we need. On it we build our villas, and close by are lying
Lazaruses—beggars, widows, unfortunate children who have to be raised. But we do not concern ourselves with
them. We are busy with our fine clothes, our meals, with such matters that will remain here. And the person
departs into eternal life hungry, without good deeds.



Now that we have analysed these two Gospels, we ask: Why did the Lord tell this parable, and why does the Holy
Church offer it today for our attention? Everyone who knows the Gospel knows also that, in addition to the
Evangelist Matthew whose Gospel was read today, the Evangelist Luke also refers to this parable in some detail
(Lk. 14:15-24). It tells there how Christ was invited to the meal of Simon the Pharisee. At this meal Christ saw
what the Jews did who accepted the law of Moses, how they changed the law of Moses into a means of their own
greatness and pride. And Christ, seeing this and feeling sorry for Simon who had invited Him, started to teach
him. This was heard by all who were present at the meal. And they were supposedly right-believing Jews,
Pharisees of Pharisees. And when Christ began to speak, He was for them...who was He? Just a rabbi. Here one of
the Jews could not contain himself. And when Christ said that people will receive for their good deeds the
Kingdom of God, he exclaimed, "Blessed is He that shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God!" (Lk.14: 15). Blessed!
Because this blessedness belongs to the children of Abraham; what you are talking about belongs to us. Why
bother with good deeds? The promise which was given to Moses is ours and we are using it—we, the Jews. This is
our kingdom.

Then Christ, answering about this "kingdom," gave them this parable. Here He pointed out that the Jews were
called by God for such a long time to receive blessedness, were called to a pure life; but they did not come. They
were busy in the same way as that young man, as the workers in the vineyard—with earthly things. Apparently
they were building for themselves palaces, buying unfortunate slaves, living in comfort, and they had no
concern for anything else. And therefore, why bother with a king's feast? So their response to this feast was such
that almost everyone refused to come. Then the Lord called his soldiers and through the soldiers called
everyone, both evil and good, without discrimination: everyone had to come.

In the East when a feast was given, not only was food presented but also raiment. In this way, when garments
were given to those who came—harlots, tax collectors, and other sinners—everyone was given an equal
garment. But among them was also a Pharisee who entered. What he saw seemed horrible to him. Among those
who were invited were great sinners, harlots, and tax collectors. He did not want to be on a level with them. His
own garment, as it appeared to him, was much better. And he remained in it. The king entered to look at the
guests and said to him: "Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was
speechless" (Mt. 22:12). But in his soul one could imagine that he was rebelling. Rebelling, because those present
at the wedding feast were all sinners. And he, as it seemed a righteous man, a son of Abraham, here he had to sit
together with them. And the most degrading thing of all was that they wanted him to exchange his rich garment
for the garment in which all the sinners were dressed, for this wedding garment. No...never.

So what happened—happened! The Lord ordered him to be bound for disrupting unity. What unity? The unity of
the Church of Christ. See, brothers and sisters, how important this unity is, how precious the Church of Christ is
in the eyes of the Lord. So let us obey the voice of the Church; let us fulfil with our whole soul whatever she
requires of us; let us keep the garment which she has given us. And may it never happen to us what happened to
him, who was not wearing a wedding garment.

The One Thing Needful — Archbishop Andrei

Saints of the Week

24 August / 6 September - The Hieromartyr Eutyches - one of the lesser apostles, born in Sebastopol, he was a
disciple and friend of the Apostles John the Theologian and Paul. Although he was not included in the Seventy,
he was called an apostle by virtue of having been a disciple of the great apostles, and because he showed true
apostolic zeal in the service of the Gospel. Consecrated as a missionary bishop, St Eutyches travelled widely,
having an angel as a companion, and he also received heavenly bread from an angel while in prison. When his
body was flayed with serrated iron rods, his blood ran down mingled with a sweet myrrh. He was thrown into
the flames and before wild beasts, and was finally beheaded with the sword in Sebastopol.

St. Peter, Metropolitan of Kiev - Sainted Peter, Metropolitan of Moscow, died on 21 December 1326. The first
transfer of his relics was on 1 July 1472 — a feastday then established. The second transfer of the relics of Sainted
Peter was after the consecration of the Uspensk (Dormition) Cathedral — constructed anew — on 24 August 1479,
and the feastday of 1 July was replaced. A feastday of appearing-forth of the relics of Sainted Peter (4 August) is
also known of — upon the occasion of an appearance to the spouse of Ivan the Terrible (1533-1584), — the tsaritsa
Anastasia (1547-1560). Sainted Peter appeared to tsaritsa Anastasia and allowed no one to open up his grave. He
commanded the grave to be sealed and a feastday established.



From Sainted Peter are preserved three epistles. The first was to priests with an exhortation to worthily pursue
their pastoral service, and to tend zealously their spiritual children. It concluded with an account of Church law
concerning widowed priests: with the aim of protecting them from reproach and temptation he advised them to
settle in a monastery, and their children to be enrolled for upbringing and instruction in a monastery school. In
the second missive, the saint urged priests to be true pastors and not hirelings, and to be concerned about the
strengthening of oneself with Christian and pastoral virtues. In the third missive, Saint Peter again gives an
exhortation to priests concerning their pastoral obligations, and he urges laypeople to fulfill the commandments
of Christ.

Prominent in church-state affairs, Sainted Peter even for his contemporaries gave good cause to compare him
with Saints Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom. The principal effort of Saint Peter was
in the struggle for an unified Russian state and the blessing of Moscow as the unifier of the Russian land.

New Hieromartyr Equal-to-the-Apostles Cosmas of Aitolia - this recent Equal to the Apostles was born in
Mega Dendron (Great Tree) in Aetolia. He became a monk on Mt Athos, where he lived and prayed for many
years. But he was troubled by the ignorance of the Gospel that had fallen on many of the Orthodox people, living
under the oppression of the Ottoman Turks. He went to Constantinople, where he studied the rhetorical arts and
received the blessing of Patriarch Seraphim II to preach the Gospel. He travelled throughout Greece, Macedonia,
Serbia and Albania, preaching at every town he visited. Often not only Greeks but many Muslims would come to
hear him, so great was his reputation for holiness. Though he always sought the blessing of the local bishop and
the local Turkish governor before he preached in an area, his strong condemnations of dishonest business
practices aroused the enmity of Orthodox Christian and Jewish merchants, who falsely accused him to the
authorities. He was strangled by the Turks and thrown into a river in Albania, but his wonderworking relics
were preserved. He reposed at the age of sixty-five.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyr Tation of Claudiopolis (305); Virgin-martyr Cyra of Persia (1558);
Venerable George Limniotes (fc.716); St. Martyrius, archbishop of Novgorod (11199); Venerable Arsenius of
Komel (11550); Finding of the relics of St. Dionysios of Zakynthos, archbishop of Aegina (1717); Venerable
Serapion, wonderworker of Gareji (f1774); New Hieromartyr Maxim Sandovich of Gorlice (11914); Venerable
Aristocleus of Moscow (11918); New Hieromartyr Michael (Voskresensky), priest, and 28 Martyrs with him
(11918); New Monk-martyr Seraphim (Shakhmut) of Zhirovitsk (11946); ‘Petrovskaya’ Icon of the Mother of God.
Movable feast on the Sunday before August 26th: Synaxis of the saints of Moscow.

25 August / 7 September - The Holy Apostle Titus - One of the Seventy, he was born in Crete and educated in
Greek philosophy and poetry. Led by a dream, he read the Prophet Isaiah and came to doubt all Hellenic
learning. Hearing of Christ the Lord, he went to Jerusalem with some other Cretans, and himself heard the words
of the Saviour and saw His mighty works. His youthful heart clave utterly to Christ. He was later baptised by the
Apostle Paul, whom he served in the works of the Gospel as a son serves his father. Paul loved Titus so greatly
that he sometimes called him his son (Titus 1:4), and sometimes his brother (Il Cor. 12:18). Titus travelled widely
with the great Apostle of the people, and was by him made Bishop of Crete. At the time of Paul's suffering in
Rome, Titus was there, and buried the body of his teacher and spiritual father. He then returned to Crete, where
he had great success in baptising the pagans, and wisely governed the Church to great old age. He entered into
rest at the age of ninety-four;

The Holy Apostle Bartholomew - Today is the commemoration of the translation of St. Bartholomew's relics,
while his main feast falls on June 11th. When this great Apostle was crucified in Ourbanopolis in Armenia,
Christians took his body and buried it in a leaden coffin. When numerous miracles had been wrought over the
Apostle's grave, especially healings of the sick—which led to an increase in the number of Christians—the
pagans took the coffin containing Bartholomew's relics and cast it into the sea. At the same time, they threw in
four other coffins with the relics of four martyrs: Papian, Lucian, Gregory and Acacius. By God's providence, the
coffins did not sink, but floated, carried by the waves, to various places: Acacius's to the city of Askalon,
Gregory's to Calabria, Lucian's to Messina, Papian's to another place in Sicily and Bartholomew's to the island of
Lipara. By some mysterious revelation, the Bishop of Lipara, Agathon, learned of the approach to Lipara of the
relics of St Bartholomew. Agathon, with his clergy and people, went out to the shore and awaited the coffin with
great joy. On that occasion, many of the sick were healed by the holy Apostle's relics. They were placed in the



church of St Bartholomew and lay there until the time of Theophilus the Iconoclast (about 839), then, when the
Moslems threatened the Liparites, the Apostle's relics were taken to the town of Benevento. Thus God glorified
His apostle by miracles, both during his lifetime and after his death.

Also commemorated on this day: Sts. Barses and Eulogius, bishops of Edessa, and St. Protogenes, confessor and
bishop of Carrhae, and those with them (4th C); Sts. John (t520), Epiphanius (f535) and Menas (1552), patriarchs
of Constantinople; Venerable Aredius of Limousin, Gaul (¥¢.591); Venerable Gregory of Utrecht (775);
Translation of the relics of Venerable Hilda of Whitby (860); New Monk-martyr Moses (Kozhin) (1931); New
Hieromartyr Vladimir Moschansky, priest (1938).

26 August / 8 September - The Holy Martyr Adrian and his wife Natalia - Husband and wife, they were both
of noble and wealthy families in Nicomedia. Adrian was the governor of the Praetorium and a pagan, and
Natalia was a secret Christian. They were both young, and had lived in wedlock for thirteen months in all before
their martyrdom. When the wicked Emperor Maximian visited Nicomedia, he ordered that the Christians be
seized and put to torture. There were twenty-three Christians hidden in a cave near the city. Someone handed
them over to the authorities and they were cruelly flogged with leather whips and staves, and thrown into
prison. They were then taken from prison and brought before the Praetor for their names to be noted . Adrian
looked at these people, tortured but unbowed, peaceful and meek, and he put them under oath to say what they
hoped for from their God, that they should undergo such tortures. They spoke to him of the blessedness of the
righteous in the Kingdom of God. Hearing this, and again looking at these people, Adrian suddenly turned to the
scribe and said: 'Write my name along with those of these saints; I also am a Christian." When the Emperor heard
this, he asked him: 'Have you lost your mind?' Adrian replied: 'Thaven't lost it, but found it!" Hearing this, Natalia
rejoiced greatly, and, when Adrian sat chained with the others in prison, came and ministered to them all. When
they flogged her husband and put him to various tortures, she encouraged him to endure to the end. After long
torture and imprisonment, the Emperor ordered that they be taken to the prison anvil, for their arms and legs to
be broken by hammers. This was done and Adrian, along with the twenty-three others, breathed his last under
the vicious tortures. Natalia took their relics to Constantinople and there buried them. After several days, Adrian
appeared to her, bathed in light and beauty and calling her to come to God, and she peacefully gave her soul into
her Lord's hands.

Prayer to the Holy Martyrs of Christ - Adrian and Natalia: O sacred couple, holy martyrs of Christ Adrian and
Natalia, blessed spouses and valiant athletes! Hearken unto us who beseech you with tears, and send down upon
us all that is profitable for our souls and bodies; and entreat Christ God, that He have mercy upon us and deal
with us according to His mercy, that we not perish in our sins. Yea, O holy martyrs, accept ye our cry of
supplication, and by your intercessions deliver us from famine, pestilence, earthquake, flood, fire, hail, the
sword, invasion of aliens and civil strife, from sudden death and from all misfortune, grief and pain, that ever
strengthened by your supplication and mediation, we may glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom is due all glory,
honour and worship, with his unoriginate Father and His all-holy Spirit, unto the ages of ages. Amen.

The Miracle of the Most Holy Mother of God in The miraculous renewals of icons - was first witnessed in
the Convent in Harbin on the first Tuesday of Great Lent in 1925. A dark Icon of the Mother of God "of the
Akathist" suddenly became light. A priest was asked to serve a Moleben before the renewed Icon, but when he
expressed doubts as to whether the Icon had in fact been dark, it quickly became dark again. Abbess Moscow in
1395 Rufina commented that the Icon darkened again due to the "soot of unbelief," but she prophesied that
before the renewal of Russia the Icon would once again be renewed. Another miracle of God's Mercy was
manifested in the Convent on August 26, 1925 (0.s.), the Feast of the Icon of the Vladimir Mother of God. An Icon
of the Vladimir Mother of God was miraculously renewed in Abbess Rufina's hands. In 1924 a" pious and elderly
lady gave the old and damaged Icon to the Convent, remarking to the novice who accepted it that she couldn't
throw it away in spite of its condition. Abbess Rufina accepted the Icon and placed it in a prominent place in the
Church, which at that time had few icons. Because of its condition many people complained, and so the Icon was
moved to a corner of the Altar. Even there, however, the presence of the Icon was criticized by the clergy. On the
Feast day of the Icon, when several people were to be released from prison, Abbess Rufina decided to bless them
with the Icon. She requested that the Icon be brought from the Altar and when Mother Ariadna handed it to her,
it quickly began to lighten, the way that fog scatters in the sunlight, and became cleaned of the dust and dirt that
time had settled upon it. Holding the Holy Icon in her hands, Abbess Rufina exclaimed, "Look, look, a miracle is
taking place. The Icon is being restored!" After only a few minutes the Icon looked as though it had just been



painted. The face of the Mother of God was lightened, the tin covering was brightened, and the halo above the
face of the Virgin radiated a flowing light. This miracle occurred at 2 p.m. An hour later a Moleben was served
by one of the hieromonks of the Convent, who only a few days earlier, had recommended that the Icon be
burned and the ashes thrown into the river. With tears he begged forgiveness from the Mother of God. This
miracle strengthened the Sisters in their faith that the Mother of God was Herself directing their lives invisibly,
and was watching over their spiritual progress. Seeing in this miracle an indication from the Mother of God as to
what the Convent should be called, Metropolitan Meletius blessed the changing of the name of the Convent to the
Vladimir Icon of the Mother of God. On April 26, 1926 there was a fire at the Convent and one Icon, that of God
the Sabaoth, was miraculously preserved and renewed. A flow of miraculous healings began n to occur from that
Icon as well as from the Icon of the Vladimir Mother of God. The apparition of these obvious signs of God's
Mercy, began to be widely known, not only among the Russian population, but among the Chinese as well, not
only in the city of Harbin, but along the whole territory of the Chinese Eastern Railroad.

Meeting of the Vladimir Icon of the Most Holy Mother of God - The Vladimir Icon of the Mother of God was
written by the Evangelist Luke on a board from the table, at which the Saviour ate together with His All-Pure
Mother and Righteous Joseph. The Mother of God, in seeing this image, exclaimed: "Henceforth shalt all
generations call Me blessed. Let the grace of both My Son and Me shalt be with this icon".

In the year 1131 the icon was sent from Constantinople to Rus' to holy Prince Mstislav (+ 1132, Comm. 15 April)
and was installed in the Deviche monastery in Vyshgorod - the ancient appanage city of holy Equal-to-the-
Apostles Princess Olga.

The son of Yurii Dolgoruky, Saint Andrei Bogoliubsky, in 1155 brought the icon to the city of Vladimir and
installed it in the reknown Uspenie-Dormition cathedral built by him. And at this time the icon received its name
of "the Vladimir Icon". And in the year 1395 the icon was first brought to Moscow. Thus the blessing of the
Mother of God tied the spiritual bonds of Byzantium and Rus' — via Kiev, Vladimir and Moscow.

The festal celebration of the Vladimir Icon of the Most Holy Mother of God occurs several times during the year
(21 May, 23 June, 26 August). The most solemn celebration occurs on 26 August, — the feast established in honour
the Meeting of the Vladimir Icon upon its Transfer from Vladimir to Moscow. In the year 1395 the fearsome
conqueror khan Tamerlane (Temir-Aksak) reached the Ryazan frontier, took the city of Elets and advancing
towards Moscow he came nigh the banks of the River Don. Greatprince Vasilii Dimitrievich went with an army to
Kolomna and halted at the banks of the River Oka. He prayed to the Sainted-Hierarchs of Moscow and the Monk
Sergei for the deliverance of the Fatherland, and he wrote to the Metropolitan of Moscow Saint Kiprian (Comm.
16 September), that the pending Uspenie-Dormition Fast should be devoted to zealous prayers for mercy and
repentance. Clergy were sent to Vladimir, where the famed wonderworking Vladimir Icon was situated. After
Divine Liturgy and a molieben on the feast of the Uspenie-Dormition, they clergy took the icon and in a church
procession conveyed it to Moscow. Along the way, on both sides of the road and innumerable number of people
prayed kneeling: "O Mother of God, save the land of Russia!" And in that selfsame hour, when the people of
Moscow were meeting the Vladimir Icon on Kuchkov Field, Tamerlane was slumbering in his tent. Suddenly he
saw in a dream a great mountain, at the summit of which coming towards him were the sainted-hierarchs with
golden staffs, and over them in a brilliant radiance shone a Majestic Woman. She commanded him to leave the
domains of Russia. Awakening in fright, Tamerlane asked the meaning of the apparition. The experts answered
that the Radiant Lady was the Mother of God, the great Protectress of Christians. Tamerlane then gave the order
for his troops to turn around. In memory of this miraculous deliverance of the Russian Land from Tamerlane on
Kuchkov Field, where the Meeting of the Vladimir Icon took place, they built the Sretensk-Meeting monastery.
And on 26 August there was then established the all-Russian celebration in honour of the Meeting of the
Vladimir Icon of the Most Holy Mother of God.

Very important events in Russian Church history have occurred in front of the Vladimir Icon of the Mother of
God: the election and elevation of Sainted Jona — Advocate of Autocephalous Russian Church (1448), and of
Sainted Job - first Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia (1589), and of His Holiness Patriarch Saint Tikhon (1917).
And the enthronement of His Holiness Pimen, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, occurred on a day of
celebration in honour of the Vladimir Icon of the Mother of God — on 21 May (NS 3 June) 1971.

The historical days of 21 May, 23 June and 26 August, connected with this holy icon, have become memorable
days for the Russian Orthodox Church.



Also commemorated on this day: Venerable Tithoes of the Thebaid (4th C); Venerable Ibestion of Egypt (fc.450);
Venerable Adrian of Uglich (fafter 1504); Venerable Adrian of Ondrusov (11549); Blessed Cyprian of Storozhev
(tafter 1598); New Hieromartyr Peter Levlev, priest (11918); Righteous George Kossov, confessor, priest (11928);
Blessed Maria of Diveyevo (1931); New Hieromartyr Victor Ellansky, priest, Martyrs Demetrius Morozov, Peter
Bordan, and Righteous Roman Medved (in monasticism, Joseph), confessor, priest (11937); Finding of the relics of
St. Nicholas, metropolitan of Alma-Ata (2000); Synaxis of the Saints of Oryol; Synaxis of the Saints of the Central
Asian Metropolitan District.

27 August /9 September - Fast Day - Our Holy Father Pimen the Great - an Egyptian by birth and a great
Egyptian ascetic. As a boy, he visited various spiritual teachers and gathered proven experience as a bee gathers
honey from flowers. Pimen once begged the elder Paul to take him to St Paisius. Seeing him, Paisius said: 'This
child will save many; the hand of God is on him.' In time, Pimen became a monk and drew two of his brothers to
monasticism. Their mother once came to see her sons, but Pimen would not allow her in, asking through the
door: 'Which do you want more: to see us here and now, or in the other world in eternity?' Their mother went
away joyfully, saying: 'If I will see you for certain there, I don't need to see you here.' In the monastery of these
three brothers, governed by the eldest, Abba Anoub, the rule was as follows: at night, four hours were passed in
manual work, four hours in sleep and four in reading the Psalter. The day was passed, from morning to noon, in
alternate work and prayer, from mid-day to Vespers in reading and after Vespers they prepared their meal, the
only one in the twenty- four hours, and this usually of some sort of cabbage. Pimen himself said about their life:
"We ate what was to hand. No-one ever said: "Give me something else", or "I won't eat that". In that way, we spent
our whole life in silence and peace.' He lived in the fifth century, and entered peacefully into rest in great old
age. The Holy Martyr Phanurius - who he was and when he lived is not known, but he is much venerated in
Rhodes and Crete. In 1500, he appeared to some people on the island of Rhodes, where he also showed wonders
of healing. There is found there an old icon of him, in which he is depicted as a young soldier holding a cross in
his right hand and a burning candle in his left. St Phanurius is also much venerated in Egypt. There is a tradition
that his mother was a great sinner, whom not even he could convert. But his filial love for his mother was great
beyond measure, and he prayed more for his mother's salvation than his own. When the pagans stoned him to
death for Christ, St Phanurius prayed to God: 'For the sake of these my sufferings, Lord, help all those who will
pray to Thee for the salvation of Phanurius's sinful mother.' In Egypt, many Christians pray thus: 'O Lord, save
Phanurius's mother and help me, a sinner' —and many receive help through this prayer.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyr Phanurius of Rhodes (3rd C); St. Hosius the Confessor, bishop of
Cordoba (+359); St. Liberius the Confessor, pope of Rome (1366); St. Caesarius, bishop of Arles (7453); Venerable
Poemen of Palestine (6th C); Hieromartyr Kuksha and Venerable Pimen the Faster, of the Kiev Caves (fafter
1114); New Hieromartyr Stephen Nemkov, priest, with 18 other martyrs (1918); New Hieromartyr
Chrysostomos, metropolitan of Smyrna (11922); New Hieromartyrs Paul Fokin, John Lebedev and John Smirnov,
priests, Monk-martyrs Simeon (Kholmogorov), and Methodius (Ivanov) (11937); New Hieromartyr Aleksander
Tsitserov, priest (11939); New Hieromartyr Vladimir Sokolov, priest (11940); Righteous Demetrius Kryuchkov,
confessor, priest (11952); Finding of the relics of St. Anthony, bishop of Vologda (1998); Venerable Sabbas in
Benephali; Martyr Anthusa.

28 August /10 September - Our Holy Father Moses the Black- An Ethiopian, he was at first a robber and the
leader of a robber band, but he then became a penitent and a great ascetic. As a slave, Moses escaped from his
owner and became a robber. Because of his great physical strength and recklessness, the robbers chose him as
their leader. Suddenly his conscience was filled with remorse and repentance for the crimes he had committed.
He left the band, went to a monastery and gave himself entirely to obedience to his spiritual father and to the
rule of the monastery. He made great use of the teaching of Saints Macarius, Arsenius and Isidore. Later, he
withdrew to solitude in a cell, where he gave himself utterly to physical labour, prayer, vigils and pondering on
God. Tormented by the demon of lust, he confessed to his spiritual father, Isidore, and received from him the
advice to fast as much as possible, and never to eat his fill. When this proved to be of no help, he, at the elder's
advice, began to keep night-vigils and to pray standing; he then got into the way of carrying water from a distant
well for the older monks. After six years of terrible striving, St Isidore finally healed him miraculously of the
lustful thoughts, imaginings and dreams visited on him by the demon. He was ordained priest in old age. He
founded a monastery of his own, and had seventy-five disciples, himself living to the age of seventy-five. He
foresaw his own death, and one day told his disciples to flee, as barbarians were coming to attack the monastery.
When his disciples urged him to flee as well, he told them that he must perish in the attack, for he had himself at
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one time done violence, according to the words: 'all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword' (Matt.
26:52). So he stayed, with six of his brethren. The barbarians came and ran them through. One of the brethren,
hiding nearby, saw seven shining wreaths descend upon the seven martyrs. Abba Moses used to say, "Secret
withdrawal (from work) maketh dark the mind, but or a man to endure and to persevere in his works maketh
light the mind in our Lord, and it strengtheneth and fortifieth the soul." and " These four things lead to
fornication: eating and drinking, oversleeping, negligence and decoration of clothes." "If you want to repent to
God, beware of living in luxury, for this stimulates all passions and dispels the fear of God from the heart."

The uncovering of the relics of St. Job of Pochaev - The Monk Job of Pochaev died on 28 October 1651. On 28
August 1833 the relics of the Monk Job were solemnly opened for general veneration. In the year 1902 the Holy
Synod decreed on this day to carry the holy relics of the Monk Job round the Uspensk cathedral of the Pochaev
Lavra-monastery after the Divine Liturgy.

Righteous Hezekiah, King of Judah - Righteous Hezekiah (721-691 B.C.) was the son of the impious king Ahaz.
The life of Righteous Hezekiah is described in the Bible (4 [2] Kings 18-20).

At age 25 he became king of Judah and he reigned at Jerusalem for 29 years. A zealous worshipper of the True
God, Righteous Hezekiah reopened for Divine-services the Solomon Temple. During the time of the celebration of
the Passover, to which he summoned all the subjects of the kingdom of Israel, Righteous Hezekiah gave orders to
destroy the idols throughout all his kingdom, while reminding the people about the chastisements which befell
their ancestors for forsaking the True God. After this, idol-worship ceased not only in the kingdom of Judah, but
also in many places in the kingdom of Israel. For this, God delivered him from his enemies and fulfilled his
petitions. Thus, in the 14th year of the reign of Hezekiah, the Assyrian king Sennacherib son of Salmanassar,
having conquered Israel, gathered his forces to make war upon Hezekiah. The Assyrian king took the fortress of
Lachis and sent an army towards Jerusalem, demanding that the Jewish king surrender. Righteous Hezekiah
turned in prayer to God, and an Angel of the Lord struck down 185,000 soldiers in the Assyrian camp. Soon after
the withdrawal of Sennacherib, Righteous Hezekiah fell ill. The Prophet Isaiah came to him through the will of
God and bid him make a deathbed testament. But the power of the prayer of Righteous Hezekiah was so great
that God prolonged his life for another 15 years. His prayer was fervent, when he besought God to help him. But
even more blazing was his prayer of thanks. Righteous Hezekiah died at age 54 and was buried with great
reverence at Jerusalem. The memory of Righteous Hezekiah is likewise celebrated on Cheesefare Saturday.

Also commemorated on this day: Righteous Anna the Prophetess (1st C); Martyr Shushanik (Susanna), Queen of
Georgia (1475); St. Amphilochius, bishop of Vladimir, Volhynia (1122); Venerable Sabbas of Krypetsk (11495);
New Hieromartyr Alexei Budrin, priest, Alexander Medvedev, deacon (1918); New Hieromartyr Sergius,
archimandrite of Zilantov Monastery and the monks: Laurence (Nikitin), Seraphim (Kuzmin), Theodosius
(Alexandrov), Leontius (Kariagin), Stephen, George (Timofeev), Sergius (Galin), Hilarion (Pravdin), John
(Sretensky) and Joseph (11918); New Hieromartyr Nicholas Georgievsky, priest (11931); New Hieromartyr

Basil Sokolsky, priest (11937); Synaxis of the saints of the Kiev Far Caves; ‘Azov’ Icon of the Mother of God.

29 August / 11 September - Fast Day - The Beheading of the Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John
- Herod Antipas, son of the Herod who slew the young children in Bethlehem at the time of the birth of the Lord
Jesus, was ruler of Galilee when John the Baptist was preaching. This Herod was married to the daughter of
Aretas, an Arabian prince. But Herod, an evil branch of evil stock, put away his lawful wife and took Herodias,
his brother Philip's wife, to live with him while Philip was still alive. John the Baptist stood up against this
lawlessness and strongly denounced Herod, at which Herod threw him into prison. At the time of some feast at
his court in Sebastia in Galilee, Salome, the daughter of Herodias and Philip, danced for the guests. Herod, in his
cups and carried away by her dancing, promised her whatever she asked, even to the half of his kingdom.
Instructed by her mother, she asked for the head of John the Baptist. Herod commanded that John be beheaded
in the prison and his head brought on a platter. John's disciples took the body of their teacher by night and
buried it, but Herod tore out John's tongue with a needle and then buried his head in an unclean place. What
later happened to John's head is recorded and can be read the Prologue under February 24th. God's punishment
was quickly visited upon this group of evildoers. Prince Aretas, to avenge his daughter's honour, attacked Herod
with his army and brought him to his knees. The defeated Herod was condemned by the Roman Caesar, Caligula,
to exile first in Gaul and then in Spain. As exiles, Herod and Herodias lived in need and debasement until the
earth opened and swallowed them up. Salome, Herodias's daughter, came to a bad end in the river Sikaris (Sula).
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The death of John took place before the Passover, but its commemoration on August 29th was instituted because
it was on this day that a church, that had been built over his grave in Sebastia by the Emperor Constantine and
the Empress Helena, was consecrated. In this church were also placed the relics of John's disciples, Eliseus and
Audius.

St. Sebbi, king of the East Saxons (c.694), monk - he became the king of Essex (or the East Saxons) following
the conversion of the kingdom by St. Cedd in 664. He ruled at a time when there was relative peace and the
realm was under the domination of Mercia, a nearby kingdom. Sebbi abdicated after ruling thirty years and
became a monk in London. He died there and was buried in the old St. Paul’s.

Also commemorated on this day: Venerable Candida (7418) and Gelasia (t422) of Constantinople; New Martyr
Anastasius of Bulgaria (1794); Commemoration of all Orthodox soldiers killed on the field of battle.

30 August /12 September - Afterfeast of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist -

Ss Alexander, John and Paul the New, Patriarchs of Constantinople - Alexander took part in the First
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, in place of the aged Patriarch Metrophanes, whom he then succeeded. When
certain philosophers tried to dispute with him about faith, he said to one of them: 'In the name of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I command you to remain silent!’, and the philosopher became dumb from that moment. By his prayers,
also, Arius's life was shortened. Alexander died at the age of ninety-eight, in the year 340. St John the Faster
governed the Church in the days of the wicked Emperor Anastasius, an Acephalite heretic. He entered into rest
in 595. St Paul IV governed the Church for five years and eight months and renounced the throne to receive the
Great Habit secretly, to repent of his sins when he first supported the iconoclasts. He was the predecessor of the
great Tarasius, and entered into rest in the time of Irene and Constantine, in 784; The Assembly of the
Enlighteners and Teachers of Serbia.

ranslation of the Relics of St. Alexander Nevsky - The Holy Noble Born Prince Alexander Nevsky (in monastic-
schema Alexei) died on the return journey from the Horde at Gorodtsa on the Volga, on 14 November 1263, and
on 23 November (under this day is located the account about him) in 1263 he was buried in the Cathedral Church
of the Nativity Monastery in the city of Vladimir (there is set up there now a memorial to the holy prince; yet
another memorial is set up in the city of Pereslavl'-Zalessk). Veneration of the nobleborn prince started right at
his burial, whereof was a remarkable miracle: the saint himself extended his hand for the absolving prayer.
Great Prince Ioann Ioannovich (1353-1359) in his spiritual testament written in the year 1356, left to his son
Dimitrii (1363-1389), the future victor of the Battle of Kulikovo, "an icon of Saint Alexander". The undecayed
relics of the nobleborn prince were opened, on account of a vision, before the Kulikovo Battle — in the year 1380,
and then were set forth for local feast-celebration. For the prayers of the holy prince, glorified by defense of the
Fatherland, Russian commanders resorted to in all the following times. On 30 August 1721 Peter I, after a lengthy
and exhausting war with the Swedes, concluded the Nishtad Peace. This day was decided upon to hallow by the
transfer of the relics of the Noble Born Prince Alexander Nevsky from Vladimir to the new northern capital,
Peterburg, arranged on the banks of the Neva. Withdrawn from Vladimir on 11 August 1723, the holy relics were
greeted at Shlissel'burg on 20 September of that year and remained there until 1724, when on 30 August they
were placed in the Trinity Cathedral of the Alexander Nevsky Lavra (Monastery), where now also they rest. By
an edict/ukaz on 2 September 1724 there was established a feastday on 30 August (in 1727 the feast was
discontinued by reason of non-church matters, and involved clique-struggles at the imperial court. In 1730 the
feast was again re-established).

Archimandrite Gavriel Buzhinsky compiled a special service in remembrance of the Nishtad Peace, combining
with it a service to Saint Alexander Nevsky. The name of the Defender of the borders of Russia and the Patron of
Soldiers is famous far from the regions of our Native Land. The testimony to this: the numerous temples
dedicated to Saint Alexander Nevsky. The most famous of them: the Patriarchal Cathedral at Sofia, the Cathedral
church in Talinin, and a church in Thilisi. These churches are a pledge of friendship of the Russian National-
Liberator with brother nations.

Finding of the relics of the Right-believing Great Prince Daniel of Moscow - Within the passage of less than
30 years after the repose of holy Prince Daniel, the Danilov monastery founded by him was transformed into the
Moscow Kremlin, the church was transformed into a parish church, and the cemetery became non-monastic.



During the time of Great-prince Ivan III (1462-1505), the Monk-prince Daniel gave reminders of himself to his
forgetful descendents. As a stranger he appeared to a youth attendant on the great-prince and said: "Be not
afraid of me — I was a Christian and the master of this place, my name is Daniel Prince of Moscow, and by the
will of God I am here. Tell about me to Great-prince Ioann (Ivan) saying: thou delightest thyself while yet having
forgotten me, but God hath not forgotten me". And after this it was that the great-prince established the singing
of cathedral panikhidas for his ancestral princes. During the time tsar Ivan the Terrible, at the grave of Saint
Daniel was healed the dying son of a barge merchant. The tsar, struck by the miracle, renovated the ancient
Danilov monastery and established a yearly church procession, made by the metropolitan to the place of burial
of the holy prince, serving there a panikhida.

In 1652 holy Monk-prince Daniel was glorified with the uncovering of his incorrupt relics, which on 30
August were transferred to the church in honour of the Holy Fathers of the Seventh OEcumenical Council.

The holy relics were placed in a reliquary "to the glorifying of the Holy Trinity and for the healing of the
infirm". The Moscow metropolitan Platon (+ 1812), in the Vita of the holy prince compiled by him, writes: "This
original founder laid the foundation of present-day majestic Moscow, going about this with quiet steps upon a
small foot-path. And thus as with any edifice, built not with extreme haste but the rather instead with great
artifice and skill, doth receive a particular solidity and doth stand indestructible for a long time; and just as a tall
tree growing for many a century, and having started first of all with a small sprout, and thickeneth little by little,
with its branches spreading about far around, so also was it needful for this city to grow from the small, but solid
root, in order that its first glimmer not beshadow the eyes of the envious, and that initially it not be disturbed or
felled early on, but rather grow up to its true height. Thus did this founder prepare the great city given him;
though small, but shining uninterrupted by any wafting of the wind, he did bequeathe the great glory of its rise
to his son Great-prince Ioann (Ivan) Danilovich, called Kalita".

Also commemorated on this day: Hieromartyr Ermil the deacon of Singedonum (fc.315); Venerable Bryaene of
Nisibis (1318); Venerable Sarmata of Egypt (fc.362); St. Eulalius, bishop of Caesarea (4th C); Venerable
Christopher the Roman (6th C); Venerable Fantinus, the wonderworker of Thessalonica (1984); St. John
Xiphilinos, patriarch of Constantinople (1075); Venerable Alexander, abbot of Vocha Monastery (15th C);
Venerable Alexander of Svir (f1533); Venerable Alexander, abbot of Svir Monastery (f1533); Synaxis of the
Serbian Hierarchs: Sava I (11237), Sava II (1269), Nicodemus (11325), Ioannicius (11354), Arsenius (11266),
Eustathius (f¢.1285), James (11292), Daniel (11338), Spyridon (11388), Ephraim (11395), Macarius (11574), Gabriel
(f1659), and Gregory (11012); St. Varlaam, metropolitan of Moldova (1657); New Hieromartyrs Peter
Reshetnikov and Alexius Velykisilsky, priests (11918); New Monk-martyr Apollinarius (Mosalitinov) (1918); New
Hieromartyr Paul Malinovsky, priest, Nun-martyr Elizaveta (Yarygina), and Martyr Theodore Ivanov (1937);
New Monk-martyr Ignatius (Lebedev) (11938); Righteous Peter Cheltsov, confessor, priest (11972).

1 Daily Scripture Readings
Monday - Epistle: Gal. 2:11-16 (§202); Gospel: Mark 5:24-34 (§21)
Tuesday - Epistle: Gal. 2:21-3:7 (§204); Gospel: Mark 6:1-7 (§22)
Wednesday -Epistle: for Wednesday: Gal. 3:15-22 (§207); for Thursday: Gal. 3:23-4:5 (§208); for Friday:
Gal. 4:8-21 (§210); Gospel: for Wednesday: Mark 6:7-13 (§23); for Thursday: Mark 6:30-45 (§25); for Friday: Mark

6:45-53 (§26)

Thursday — Vespers: Wisd. 3:1-9); Prov. 5:15-6:3; Wisd. 4:7-15; Matins Gospel: Matt. 11:27-30 (§43)
Epistle: Gal. 5:22-6:2 (§213); Gospel: Luke 6:17-23 (§24)

Friday - Vespers: Isa. 40:1-3, 9; 41:17-18; 45:8; 48:20-21; 54:1; Mal. 3:1-3, 5-7, 12, 18; 4:4-6; Wisd. 4:7,
16-17, 19-20; 5:1-7; Matins Gospel: Matt. 14:1-13 (§57); Epistle: Acts 13:25-33 (§33)
Gospel: Mark 6:14-30 (§24)

Saturday -Epistle: I Cor. 4:17-5:5 (§132); Gospel: Matt. 24:1-13 (§97)
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HYMN OF PRAISE
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
O Saint John, wonderful Baptizer,
Of the Savior, you were the glorious Forerunner,
You, with your purity, touched human souls
And, as an awesome trumpet, from the Jordan resounded
From sleep and idle vices, awakening men,
When the axe was near to the root.
To you I bow, to you I pray:
Every temptation, help me to resist.
Prophet most powerful, to you I bow,
And before you kneel and before you I weep:
From your heart, grant me the strength of a lion,
From your spirit, grant me angelic whiteness.
Grant me your strength that by practice to attain
To God be submissive and to rule over myself,
To baptize by fasting, to purify by all-night vigils,
To sweeten by prayer and heavenly vision,
And to every martyrdom, walk without fear
With your courage and with a strong faith.
O Saint John, God's chosen one,
And glorious martyr for supreme justice,
You, of whom the godless armies are afraid
To my prayers, do not turn a deaf ear,
But, strengthen me by your prayers,
That as a true candle before the Lord, I stand.

REFLECTION

If you observe how men die, you would see that the death of a man usually resembles his sin. As it is written:
"For all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword" (St. Matthew 26:52). Every sin is a knife and men

usually are slain by that sin which they most readily committed. An example of this is given to us by Salome, the

foul daughter of Herodias who asked for and received from Herod the head of John the Baptist on a platter.

Living in Spain in the town of Lerida [Loredo] with the exiled Herod and Herodias, Salome set out one day across

the frozen river Sikaris. The ice broke and she fell into the water up to her neck. Icebergs squeezed around her

neck and she wiggled, dancing with her feet in the water as she once danced at the court of Herod. However, she

was unable either to raise herself up or to drown until a sharp piece of ice severed her head. The water carried
her body away and her head was brought to Herodias on a platter as was the head of John the Baptist at one

time. Behold how terrible a death resembles the sin committed.

Available on the net at or at http://www.saintjonah.org/bltn/ or at https://www.orthodoxrva.org/bulletins
where you can subscribe to the email list.
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