
All Saints of Russia
Second Sunday After 

Pentecost
1 / 14 June 

Resurrection Tropar, Tone 1: When the stone 
had been sealed by the Jews; / while the soldiers 
were guarding Thy Most Pure Body; / Thou didst 
rise on the third day, O Saviour, / granting life to 
the world. / The Powers of Heaven therefore 
cried to Thee O Giver of Life: / glory to Thy 
Resurrection O Christ! / Glory to Thy Kingdom; / 
Glory to Thy Dispensation, O Thou who lovest 
mankind. 
Tropar of All Saints of Russia, Tone 8:  As a 
beautiful fruit of the sowing of Thy salvation, / 
the land of Russia doth offer to Thee, O Lord, all 
the Saints that have shone in her. / By their 
prayers keep the Church and the world in 
profound peace, // through the Theotokos, O 
Most-merciful One.
Resurrection Kondak, Tone 1: As God, Thou 
didst rise from the tomb in glory, / Raising the 
world with Thyself. / Human nature praises Thee 
as God, for death has vanished. / Adam exults O 
Master, Eve rejoices, for she is freed from 
bondage, and cries to Thee; / Thou art the Giver 
of Resurrection to all, O Christ. 

Kondak of All Saints of Russia Tone 3:  Today the choir of the saints who pleased God in the land of Russia / 
doth stand before us in Church and invisibly doth pray for us to God. / With them the angels glorify Him, / and all 
the saints of the Church of Christ keep festival with them; //
and they all pray together for us to the Eternal God. 

Vespers: Isa. 43:9-14; Wisd. 3:1-9; Wisd. 5:15-6:3

Matins Gospel II

Epistle: St. Paul's Epistle To The Romans 2:10-16

But glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there 
is no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as 
have sinned in the law will be judged by the law  (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but 
the doers of the law will be justified;  For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the 
law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, Who show the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing 
them) in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

BUT THE DOERS OF THE LAW WILL BE JUSTIFIED

He makes inquisition, not into the quality of persons, but into the difference of actions. By so saying, he shows 
that it was not in actions, but in persons only, that the Jew differed from the Gentile ...For it is not because one is 
a Jew and the other a Gentile, that one is honored and the other disgraced, but it is from the works that either 
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treatment comes ...He shows not only the equality of the Jew and the Gentile, but that the Jew was even much 
burdened by the gift of the Law. For the Gentile is judged without law. But this 'without law' here expresses not 
the worse plight, but the easier, that is, he does not have the Law to accuse him; ...he is condemned solely from 
the reasoning of nature, but the Jew ...the greater the attention he enjoyed, the greater the punishment he will 
suffer ...For in that they said they did not need grace, being justified by the Law, he shows that they need it more 
than the Gentiles, considering they are liable to be punished more.

St. John Chrysostom. Homily V  on Romans I. B#55, p. 364.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:33 – 12:2

Gospel:  St. Matthew 4:18-23

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 
They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, 
And immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 
disease among the people.

HE SAID TO PETER AND ANDREW, FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN

The calling of the first apostles is narrated by the Synoptics. Matthew and Mark tell of this quickly, almost in 
passing, as if just to establish the fact of this calling, while St Luke gives a detailed account, describing the 
miraculous catch of fish that preceded the call. As St John the Evangelist tells us, the first apostles Andrew and 
John already followed Christ when they were still near the Jordan, then Simon, Philip, and Nathaniel came after 
them. But after they returned with Jesus to Galilee, they gradually returned to their previous occupation —
fishing. Now, the Lord is calling them to constant discipleship, ordering them to leave behind their fishing nets to 
dedicate themselves to a new work—catching souls for the kingdom of God.

The rumors of the Messiah's appearance quickly spread throughout Galilee, and masses of people gathered to 
hear His teaching. They all huddled around Him, and thus, one time, when He was on the banks of the Lake of 
Gennesaret (which was also called a sea, probably because of the fierceness of its storms), He was forced to 
board a boat in order to be able to speak to the assembled crowd. When He finished speaking, He told Simon, 
whose boat He was sitting on, to go out into deeper water and cast out his fishing nets. Peter was an experienced 
fisherman who had toiled all night without success, and so was sure that he would not catch any fish this time 
either; however, there were so many fish in his nets that the nets began to tear. Peter and Andrew had to call 
some of their friends on another boat to help them pull out the fish. There were so many fish that both boats 
began to sink from the weight.

Filled with pious fear, Peter fell at the feet of Jesus, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" With 
these words, he wanted to express his own sense of unworthiness before the greatness and power of the Miracle 
Worker. With a meek word, the Lord calms Peter and foretells his future high calling. According to the witness of 
the Evangelists Mark and Matthew, the Lord called both Peter and Andrew with the words, "From now on you 
will catch men," only later calling James and John, the sons of Zebedee. Leaving behind their nets and their 
father, they followed after Christ.

Archbishop Averky (Taushev)

Feast of All Saints of Russia.

The feast of All Saints of Russia is not a feast of just righteous ones, but of saints. God is filled with 
holiness; “Holy is the Lord our God.” But man is created in the “image and likeness” of God, and the Lord at 
creation breathed into him the power to partake of the Divine essence, and thereby come closer to God. And the 
closer a man is to God, the holier he is. Saints are those who have partaken of the Divine essence and made it 
their own; to God, they become “His own.” The saints enjoy blessedness, for God is blessed. From them there is 
light for men. Through them the power of God is revealed. Saints retain all that is characteristic of the human 
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condition; they know everything that is ours. They are near to God, but they are also near to us; they walked and 
dwelt among us. The people of Holy Russia venerated them, kissed their icons and holy relics, wanted to be as 
close as possible to the saints, touched holiness, and the Russsian land was filled with it. Holy Prince Vladimir 
demonstrated the regenerating power of the Divine essence upon himself. Previously wild and passionate, he 
was completely reborn, so that he became a new person, radiating light and joy, and was called “beautiful sun.” 
Do not think that contact with holiness is the fate of only the Russian nation. No! All peoples can live in the spirit 
that Holy Russia lived and lives in, and then they are close and comprehensible to each other. St. Anthony of the 
Kiev Caves and St. Anthony the Roman were men of different countries, but together they built the Russian 
Church, and they are equally near and dear to her. Until recent times we did not have martyrs, but there was a 
multitude of saints. They influenced the direction that the Russian people took; the people loved them and tried 
to follow them, and this determined the way of life. All of life was illuminated, until spiritual apostasy began, 
which led to a fall. But Holy Russia is alive. When the persecution began, strugglers were revealed, confessors, 
and now we have martyrs. The spirit of Holy Russia lives. Holy Russia is part of the Ecumenical (i.e., the entire) 
Church. Celebrating the saints, we desire to be together with them and to acquire the power of God through their 
holiness. They know us, our nature, our characteristics and spirits, and they know our souls, too — what is 
necessary for us. We are close to them as children are close to their parents. The Apostle Peter prayed for his 
disciples. St. Demetrius of Thessalonica rushes to help the Greeks because this is his own nation. Sts. Boris and 
Gleb help their relatives (e.g., Alexander Nevsky), and their own Russian people.

St. John Maximovitch
Second Reading: St. Matthew 4:25 – 5:12

Saints of the Week
Apostles Fast Continues

1 / 14 June — The Holy Martyr Justin the Philosopher - He was born of Greek parents in the Samaritan town of 
Shechem (formerly called Nablus), about a hundred and five years after Christ. He sought wisdom and 
philosophy with his whole heart, first with the Stoics, then with the Peripatetics, the Pythagoreans and finally 
with the Platonists. Although Platonic philosophy did not content him, it held him the longest, until he found 
something higher to attract him. By God's providence, he encountered a remarkable old man who began to 
undermine his Platonic philosophy, reminding him that a man cannot fully know the truth about God till God 
reveals it to him, and telling him that God had revealed the truth about Himself in the books of Holy Scripture. 
Justin began to read the Scriptures, and became an utterly convinced Christian, but he would not be baptised or 
call himself a Christian until he had convinced himself of the falseness of the accusations that pagans found to 
bring against Christians. Going to Rome for a philosophical gathering, he quickly gained much respect there, and 
many followers. He witnessed the martyrdom of St Ptolemy and St Lucian, and, seeing the tortures of these 
innocent Christians, wrote an Apologia for Christians and Christian teaching and gave it to the Emperor 
Antoninus and the Senate. The Emperor read it carefully and ordered that the persecution of Christians cease. 
Justin took a copy of the Emperor's decree and went off to Asia, where he saved many persecuted Christians by 
its aid. After that, he returned again to Rome. When a persecution arose under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, he 
wrote a second Apologia and addressed it to the Emperor. Some disreputable philosopher, Crescens, a Cynic, 
denounced him as a Christian because Justin was getting the better of him in every dispute, and Justin was 
thrown into prison. Desiring his death, and fearing that judgement would not be given against him, Crescens 
took the opportunity to administer poison to him in the prison. Thus this great defender of the Christian faith 
finished his earthly course and went to the blessedness of eternity, in the year 166. 

Our Holy Father Agapitus of the Kiev Caves - a doctor who practiced medicine by using natural remedies. He 
was a disciple of St. Anthony of the Caves. He cured people through prayer and by giving them vegetables from 
which he prepared bread for himself. In this manner he cured Prince Vladimir Monomachus for which Agapitus 
became known throughout. Being envious of this the prince's physician, an Armenian, began to slander 
Agapitus. When Agapitus became ill, the Armenian came to him and looking at him said that he [Agapitus] would 
die within three days and that if he [Agapitus] did not die, he [the Armenian physician] would become a monk. 
Agapitus said that it had been revealed to him by the Lord that he would not die within three days but within 
three months. And so it happened. After the death of Agapitus, the Armenian came to the Abbot of the Caves and 
begged him to tonsure him a monk for, he said, Agapitus appeared to him from the other world and reminded 
him of his promise. Thus, the once envious one became a humble monk by the Providence of God Who wishes 
that all men be saved. St. Agapitus died about the year 1095 A.D.
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All Saints of North America - On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local 
Orthodox Church commemorates all the saints, known and unknown, who have shone 
forth in its territory. Accordingly, the Orthodox Church in America remembers the 
saints of North America on this day.

Saints of all times, and in every country are seen as the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
redeem fallen humanity. Their example encourages us to “lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which so easily besets us” and to “run with patience the race that is set before 
us” (Hebrews 12:1). The saints of North America also teach us how we should live, and 
what we must expect to endure as Christians

Although it is a relatively young church, the Orthodox Church in America has 
produced saints in nearly all of the six major categories of saints: Apostles (and Equals 
of the Apostles); Martyrs (and Confessors); Prophets; Hierarchs; Monastic Saints; and 
the Righteous. Prophets, of course, lived in Old Testament times and predicted the 
coming of Christ.

The first Divine Liturgy in what is now American territory (northern latitude 58 degrees, 14 minutes, western 
longitude 141 degrees) was celebrated on July 20, 1741, the Feast of the Prophet Elias, aboard the ship Peter 
under the command of Vitus Bering. Hieromonk Hilarion Trusov and the priest Ignatius Kozirevsky served 
together on that occasion. Several years later, the Russian merchant Gregory I. Shelikov visited Valaam 
monastery, suggesting to the abbot that it would be desirable to send missionaries to Russian America.

On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327 miles (the longest missionary journey in Orthodox history) and 
293 days, a group of monks from Valaam arrived on Kodiak Island in Alaska. The mission was headed by 
Archimandrite Joasaph, and included Hieromonks Juvenal, Macarius, and Athanasius, the Hierodeacons 
Nectarius and Stephen, and the monks Herman and Joasaph. Saint Herman of Alaska (December 13, August 9), 
the last surviving member of the mission, fell asleep in the Lord in 1837.

Throughout the Church’s history, the seeds of faith have always been watered by the blood of the martyrs. The 
Protomartyr Juvenal was killed near Lake Iliamna by natives in 1799, thus becoming the first Orthodox Christian 
to shed his blood for Christ in the New World. In 1816, Saint Peter the Aleut was put to death by Spanish 
missionaries in California when he refused to convert to Roman Catholicism.

Missionary efforts continued in the nineteenth century, with outreach to the native peoples of Alaska. Two of the 
most prominent laborers in Christ’s Vineyard were Saint Innocent Veniaminov (March 31 and October 6) and 
Saint Jacob Netsvetov (July 26), who translated Orthodox services and books into the native languages. Father 
Jacob Netsvetev died in Sitka in 1864 after a life of devoted service to the Church. Father John Veniaminov, after 
his wife’s death, received monastic tonsure with the name Innocent. He died in 1879 as the Metropolitan of 
Moscow.

As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, an event of enormous significance for the North American 
Church took place. On March 25, 1891, Bishop Vladimir went to Minneapolis to receive Saint Alexis Toth (May 7) 
and 361 of his parishioners into the Orthodox Church. This was the beginning of the return of many Uniates to 
Orthodoxy.

Saint Tikhon (Bellavin), the future Patriarch of Moscow (April 7, October 9), came to America as bishop of the 
diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska in September 1898. As the only Orthodox bishop on the continent, Saint 
Tikhon traveled extensively throughout North America in order to minister to his widely scattered and diverse 
flock. He realized that the local church here could not be a permanent extension of the Russian Church. 
Therefore, he focused his efforts on giving the American Church a diocesan and parish structure which would 
help it mature and grow.

Saint Tikhon returned to Russia in 1907, and was elected as Patriarch of Moscow ten years later. He died in 1925, 
and for many years his exact burial place remained unknown. Saint Tikhon’s grave was discovered on February 
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22, 1992 in the smaller cathedral of Our Lady of the Don in the Don Monastery when a fire made renovation of 
the church necessary.

Saint Raphael of Brooklyn (February 27) was the first Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in North America. 
Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny was consecrated by Bishop Tikhon and Bishop Innocent (Pustynsky) at 
Saint Nicholas Cathedral in New York on March 13, 1904. As Bishop of Brooklyn, Saint Raphael was a trusted and 
capable assistant to Saint Tikhon in his archpastoral ministry. Saint Raphael reposed on February 27, 1915.

The first All American Council took place March 5-7, 1907 at Mayfield, PA, and the main topic was “How to 
expand the mission.” Guidelines and directions for missionary activity, and statutes for the administrative 
structure of parishes were also set forth.

In the twentieth century, in the aftermath of the Russian Revolution, countless men, women, and children 
received the crown of martyrdom rather than renounce Christ. Saints John Kochurov (October 31) and 
Alexander Hotovitzky (December 4 and August 7) both served the Church in North America before going back to 
Russia. Saint John became the first clergyman to be martyred in Russia on October 31, 1917 in Saint Petersburg. 
Saint Alexander Hotovitzky, who served in America until 1914, was killed in 1937.

In addition to the saints listed above, we also honor those saints who are known only to God, and have not been 
recognized officially by the Church. As we contemplate the lives of these saints, let us remember that we are also 
called by God to a life of holiness.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyr Thespesius of Cappadocia (†230); Martyr Firmus, under the eparch 
Magus (†c.303); St. Mertius, the farmer (†912); St. Theoleptos, bishop of Philadelphia (†1325); Venerable Dionysius 
of Glushitsa (Vologda) (†1437); Martyrs Shio the New, David, Gabriel, and Paul, of Gareji, Georgia (†1696-1700); 
New Hieromartyr Basil Preobrazhensky, priest, Martyr Vera Samsonova (1940); Repose (†1979) and translation 
(2014) of the relics of Venerable Justin Popović, archimandrite, of Chelije. Movable feasts on the second Sunday 
after Pentecost: All Saints of Russia; All Saints of Bulgaria; All Saints of Romania; All Saints of the Czech
Lands; All Saints of North America; Venerable and God-bearing fathers, who have shown forth on the Holy 
Mountain of Athos (The service for All Saints of Mount Athos is transferred to the second Saturday after 
Pentecost).

2 / 15 June —- St Nicephorus the Confessor -  a nobleman of Constantinople. His father Theodore, a wealthy 
and devout man, was a high-ranking official at the Emperor's court. Nicephorus served several years at court in 
the same capacity as his father but then, seeing all the vanity of the world, he withdrew to the shore of the 
Bosphorus and built a monastery there. This monastery rapidly became filled with monks and he administered 
it; not, however, himself becoming a monk from a conviction of his unworthiness. He was, in this, an example to 
all. He had earlier, as a layman, taken part in the Seventh Ecumenical Council, at the request of the Emperor and 
the Patriarch, and was of great assistance there with his intimate knowledge of Holy Scripture. When Patriarch 
Tarasius died, Nicephorus, much against his will, was chosen to succeed him. He was immediately professed a 
monk and received the priestly orders in succession, being enthroned as Patriarch in St Sophia's in 806. This was 
in the time of the Emperor Nicephorus, who went off to war against the Bulgars very shortly after this and was 
killed in battle there. His son Stauracius reigned for only two months before he died. After this, the good 
Emperor Michael, called Rangabe, came to the throne, but he reigned only two years before Leo the Armenian 
attacked him and drove him into exile. When this Emperor began his reign, the Patriarch sent him a book on the 
Confession of the Orthodox faith for him to sign (this being according to the custom obtaining for all Byzantine 
Emperors, who were regarded as sworn to uphold and defend the true Faith). The Emperor did not sign it, but 
set it aside until his coronation. When the Patriarch crowned him, he still refused to sign the book, and revealed 
himself to be an iconoclast heretic. The Patriarch attempted to remonstrate with him and bring him back to the 
true Faith, but in vain. The Emperor exiled him by force to the island of Proconnesus, where he spent several 
years in want and privation before going to eternity in the year 829. He governed the Church as Patriarch for 
nine years. 

The Holy Martyr John the New of Sochava - A nobleman of Trebizond, he was denounced by some envious 
Latin and suffered for Christ in the town of Akerman. After being tortured for not accepting the Persian religion 
(for the governor of the town was of that faith), St John was tied to a horse's legs and dragged round the town. 
Some wicked Jews, seeing him thus, ran up and butchered him. That night, a burning column was seen by many 
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people above his body, and three men bathed in light standing around it. Later the Moldavian commander, 
Joalexander, took his honoured body and buried it in the metropolitical church, where it remains to this day and 
miraculously saves men from various pains and sicknesses. He suffered with honour and was glorified on June 
2nd, 1492.

Also commemorated on this day: Hieromartyr Pothinus, bishop of Lyon and with him martyr Blandina and 
others (†177); Hieromartyr Erasmus of Ochrid (†303); St. Odo, archbishop of Canterbury (†959); St. Nicephorus, 
bishop of Milet (11th C);  Right- believing Prince Andrew of Nizhegorod (†1365); Martyr Demetrius of Philadelphia 
(†1657); Martyr Constantine the Hagarene (†1819); Finding of the relics of Righteous Juliana, princess of Vyazma, 
Novotorzhok (1819); ‘Kiev-Bratsk’ Icon of the Mother of God.

3 / 16 June — Holy Martyr Lucillian and those with him: Claudius, Hypatius, Paul, Dionysius and the Virgin 
Paula - Lucillian grew to old age as a pagan priest. Only as a grizzled old man did he learn the truth of 
Christianity and receive baptism. His conversion to Christianity caused great excitement among the pagans of 
Nicomedia, and he was brought to trial for refusing to deny his new faith. He was harshly whipped and, all black 
and blue, thrown into prison. In the prison were four young men: Claudius, Hypatius, Paul and Dionysius, who 
had likewise been imprisoned for the Faith. The old man rejoiced in the company of these young men, and they 
in his, and they spent their time together in spiritual converse, prayer and the singing of psalms. When they 
were taken from the prison, they were tortured in various ways and then taken to Byzantium, where the young 
men were beheaded with the sword by the soldiers, and Lucillian crucified by the Jews. The wicked Jews pierced 
his body all over with nails. A maiden, Paula, openly took the martyrs' bodies and gave them burial. She was 
denounced for this and, after torture, was beheaded, receiving a twofold wreath: of virginity and of martyrdom. 
Their martyrdom took place in the time of the Emperor Aurelian, between 270 and 275. 

St. Kevin - Abbot of Glendalough, Ireland, b. about 498, the date being very obscure; d. 3 June, 618; son of 
Coemlog and Coemell. His name signifies fair-begotten. He was baptized by St. Cronan and educated by St. 
Petroc, a Briton. From his twelfth year he studied under monks, and eventually embraced the monastic state. 
Subsequently he founded the famous monastery of Glendalough (the Valley of the Two Lakes), the parent of 
several other monastic foundations. After visiting Sts. Columba, Comgall, and Cannich at Usneach (Usny Hill) in 
Westmeath, he proceeded to Clonmacnoise, where St. Cieran had died three days before, in 544. Having firmly 
established his community, he retired into solitude for four years, and only returned to Glendalough at the 
earnest entreaty of his monks. He belonged to the second order of Irish saints and probably was never a bishop. 
So numerous were his followers that Glendalough became a veritable city in the desert. His festival is kept 
throughout Ireland. St. Kevin's house and St. Kevin's bed of rock are still to be seen: and the Seven Churches of 
Glendalough have for centuries been visited by pilgrims.

Also commemorated on this day: Hieromartyr Lucian, bishop, and with him Maxianus, priest, Julian, deacon, 
and Martyrs Marcellinus and Saturninus (†c.86); Venerable Hieria of Syria (†c.320); St. Achilles, patriarch of 
Alexandria (†313); Righteous Clotilde, queen of France (†545); Venerable Athanasius of Bithynia, wonderworker 
(†925); Venerable Demetrius of Prilutsky (†1392); Translation of the relics of Crown Prince Demetrius of Moscow 
(1606); New Hieromartyr Joseph, metropolitan of Thessalonica (†1821); New Monk-martyr Cyprian (Nelidov) 
(†1934); New Hieromartyr Michael Markov, Priest (†1938).

4 / 17 June — Metrophanes of Constantinople - His father Dometius, brother of the Roman Emperor Probus, 
fled from Rome as a Christian during a persecution and went to Byzantium. The Bishop of Byzantium, Titus, 
ordained Dometius priest and, after Titus's death, Dometius became Bishop of Byzantium. After Dometius's 
death, his elder son Probus occupied the episcopal throne (Dometius had children from his earlier, pagan days), 
and Metrophanes succeeded him on his death. When the Emperor Constantine first set eyes on Metrophanes, he 
loved him as a father. At the time of the First Ecumenical Council, Metrophanes was a very old man and, being 
unable to take a full part in the Council's deliberations, appointed his assistant bishop, Alexander, as his 
representative. The Emperor had Metrophanes raised to the rank of Patriarch by the Council, and he thus 
became the first Patriarch of Constantinople. The Emperor further invited the whole Council to visit the sick and 
aged hierarch. When the Emperor asked him who he wished to succeed him on the patriarchal throne, 
Metrophanes named Alexander of Alexandria, after which he said to him: 'My brother, you are my chosen 
successor!' He also took Archdeacon Athanasius (later Athanasius the Great, Patriarch of Alexandria) by the 
hand and praised him before them all. After this prophetic act, he took leave of them all and, ten days later, gave 
his soul to God, in 325. 
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New Martyr Archbishop Andonicus of Perm - an outspoken critic of the Communist decree which ordered the 
separation of Church and State. Upon reading the Moscow Overland Assembly's instructions on the matter, 
Archbishop Andronicus ordered his archdeacon to anathematize the Communists. The Archbishop was arrested, 
shot by two members of the Perm CHEKA, then buried on the road from Perm to Motoviliha. Bishop Theophanes, 
an assistant to Archbishop Andronicus, was also arrested about this time. He was then drowned in the River 
Kama. When they learned of the execution of the Perm bishops, the Moscow Church Assembly sent a special 
commission, headed by Bishop Basil of Chernigov, to investigate their murder. The Communists, however, took 
steps to conceal the facts from the investigators. As the members of the commission were on their way back to 
Moscow, their train was attacked by Red soldiers somewhere between Perm and Viatka. Bishop Basil and the 
others were killed, and their bodies were thrown from the coach. The bodies were buried by peasants, but were 
later dug up and burned by the Communists when pilgrims began flocking to the graves; 

New Martyr Basil of Chernigov, and those with them (1918) - Archbishop Basil (Bogoyavlensky) was born on 
February 1, 1867, into the family of a priest in Tambov diocese. Brought up in strict church piety, Basil was filled 
from early childhood with love for the Church and his earthly homeland, and for that reason, on attaining 
adulthood, he never had any hesitation in following in the steps of his father and devoting himself to the service 
of the Church. In 1888 he finished his studies at Tambov seminary, and in the same year was ordained to the 
diaconate. Two years later, on March 11, he was ordained to the priesthood and appointed to serve in the church 
of the village of Ovsyanki, Kirsanvosky uyezd, Tambov province. The incurable illness of his wife forced Fr. Basil 
to think of other conditions of service to the Holy Church. In 1896 he entered the Kazan Theological Academy, 
where he became friendly with the rector, Bishop Anthony (Khrapovitsky). In 1900 Fr. Basil graduated from the 
academy, and accepted the suggestion of his abba that he stay on to serve as a teacher there. After the death of 
his wife, Fr. Basil took the advice of Bishop Anthony and entered the Holy Trinity Alexander Nevsky Lavra, 
where on August 14, 1908 he was tonsured into monasticism. On October 15 of the same year he was appointed 
rector of the Chernigov theological seminary with promotion to the rank of archimandrite. On July 26, 1909 (May 
12, 1911, according to another source), he was consecrated Bishop of Sumsk, a vicariate of the Kharkov diocese, 
in St. Petersburg. On March 4, 1911, he was transferred to the see of Novgorod-Seversk, a vicariate of the 
Chernigov diocese, and on May 12 - to the see of Chernigov and Nezhin. Bishop Basil's period of service in 
Chernigov was marked by the successful completion of many projects: the construction of two large houses for 
pilgrims coming to venerate the relics of St. Theodosius, and a sanatorium for the students at the seminary; the 
opening of the second women's school in the diocese with funds given from the state treasury by Tsar Nicholas; a 
large increase in the sphere of activity of the Orthodox Brotherhood of St. Michael, Prince of Chernigov; the 
publication of the journal Faith and Life by the same Brotherhood (in 1912); the creation in Chernigov of a 
yedinovertsy deanery in whose administration were numbered twelve churches. Vladyka also devoted much 
attention to charitable work, supporting the existing charitable institutions and organizing the collection of alms 
for the starving peasants of the eastern provinces during years of bad harvests. On July 6, 1916 he was appointed 
president of the Publishing Council attached to the Holy Synod. On October 5, 1916, in recognition of his services 
to the diocese, Vladyka was raised to the rank of Archbishop of Chernigov and Nezhin. On May 6/19, 1917 he was 
retired, and was appointed administrator of the Nikolayevsky Terebensky Desert in Tver diocese. From August 
11 (or 14), 1917 he was placed in charge of the Moscow Zaikonospassky monastery. In 1917 Vladyka Basil was 
called to Moscow to participate in the Preconciliar Commission which was preparing for the Council of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. When Archbishop Andronicus of Perm was killed by the Bolsheviks in 1918, the 
Moscow Church Council sent a special commission, headed by Archbishop Basil, who had a high reputation as an 
administrator, to investigate the circumstances of the murder. The Soviet government consented to an 
investigation and even provided a private coach for the use of the commission. (During the early days of the 
Soviet government, the Church Assembly addressed it several times with requests, declarations and protests). 
But the activity of the investigating committee in Perm aroused the indignation of the communists, especially 
those who were guilty of the crime, and they took measures to conceal information from the Moscow Assembly. 
After concluding its investigation, the commission was on its way back when a band of Red soldiers broke into 
the coach, between the towns of Perm and Viatka. On May 6, 1919, according to one account, Archbishop Basil, 
Archimandrite Matthew, rector of the Perm seminary (who is called a bishop in one account) and a layman, all 
the members of the commission, were killed, and their bodies thrown out of the moving train into the water 
from the Kama bridge. They were buried by local peasants, but as their graves began to attract pilgrims, and 
miracles were recorded, the communists dug up the bodies and burned them. According to another version, 
Archbishop Basil was arrested and after a short imprisonment was shot together with other members of the 
commission. 
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Also commemorated on this day: Martha and Mary, sisters of Lazarus (1st C); Martyrs Frontasius, Severinus, 
Severian, and Silanus (1st C); Hieromartyr Astius, bishop of Dyrrachium (†98); Martyr Concordius of Tus (†c.175); 
St. Titus, bishop of Byzantium (3rd C); Hieromartyr Quirinus, bishop of Siscia (†309); St. Optatus, bishop of 
Milevum (†376); Venerable Alonius of Egypt (5th C); Venerable Zosimus of Cilicia, bishop of Babylon in Egypt (6th 
C); Monk-martyr John, abbot of Monagria Monastery (†761); Venerable Sophia of Thrace (11th C); Venerable 
Methodius of Peshnosha (†1392); Venerable Eleazar and Nazarius, wonderworkers of Olonets (15th C); New 
Hieromartyr Peter Belyaev, priest (†1918); New Hieromartyr Ioannicius, metropolitan of Montenegro (†1941); 
Hieromartyr Savva (Trlaich), bishop of Gorno-Karlovats (†1941); Finding of the relics of New Hieromartyr Peter, 
archbishop of Voronezh (1999).

5 / 18 June — The Hieromartyr Dorotheus, Bishop of Tyre - He was Bishop of Tyre from the time of Diocletian 
right up to the time of Julian the Apostate, under whom he was tortured and suffered for the Orthodox faith. He 
lived on earth to the age of 107, and, being pleasing to God, entered into eternal life in 361. He was a great 
scholar and wrote many learned books both in Greek and Latin. 

Hieromartyr Boniface (Wynfrith) of Crediton, England (754), archbishop of Mainz, Germany - born around 
the year 680 at Crediton in Devonshire, England. Educated at monastery schools near Exeter and at Winchester, 
he decided to become a missionary to the continent. Pope Gregory II made him a regional bishop in Germany. 
Boniface started a monastery at Ohrdruf in Thuringia. He brought English monks there as missionaries. Then he 
moved to Bavaria, founding missionary monasteries at Reichenau, Murbach and Fritzlar. In the year 735 he and 
his disciple Sturmius founded the most famous of all these monasteries, at Fulda. In 747 he was made  supreme 
bishop of Germany. On the peak of Mount Gudenberg at Geismar in Germany, grew a huge oak, which the 
heathen venerated as sacred to the god Thor. Boniface arrived at Geismar and announced that he was about to 
cut it down. A huge crowd of pagans gathered, in the belief that their god would strike him dead. But Boniface 
had hardly begun to strike at the tree with his axe when it split into four and crashed to the ground. The pagans 
were astonished. Many of them became Christians; and Boniface built a chapel dedicated to Saint Peter out of the 
wood of Thor's tree.

Tropar   (  Tone 8  ):   Thou hast shown thyself, O God-inspired Boniface, as a guide to the orthodox faith, a teacher of 
true worship and purity, O star of the universe and companion of the bishops, O wise one. Through thy light 
thou hast enlightened all, O harp of the Spirit. Therefore, intercede with Christ to save our souls.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyrs Marcian, Nicander, Hyperechius, Apollonius, Leonides, Arius, 
Gorgias, Selenias, Irenaeus, and Pambo of Egypt (†305-311); St. Illidius, bishop of Clermont (†385); Venerable 
Anubius, confessor, anchorite of Egypt (5th C); Venerable Theodore the Wonderworker, hermit of the Jordan 
(†583); Venerable Abba Dorotheus of Palestine (6th C); Venerable Dorotheus the Younger of Chiliokama (11th C); 
Translation of the relics of the Right-believing Prince Igor (George in baptism) of Chernigov and Kiev, in
monasticism Gabriel (1150); St. Constantine, metropolitan of Kiev (†1159); Right-believing Prince Theodore 
Yaroslavich of Novgorod (†1233); Venerable Peter of Koriša, Serbia (13th C); Venerable Agapius and Nicodemus 
of Vatopedi (14th C); Finding of the relics of the Venerable Bassian and Jonah of Pertoma (1599); New Martyr 
Mark of Smyrna (†1801); New Hieromartyr Michael Votyakov, priest (†1931); New Hieromartyr Nicholas 
Ryurikov, priest (†1943); Martyrs Christopher and Conon of Rome; ‘Igor’ and ‘Svyato-Krestovskiya’ Icons of the 
Mother of God.

6 / 19 June — Our Holy Father Bessarion   born and educated in Egypt, he devoted himself to the spiritual life at 
an early age, and 'never soiled the spiritual garment in which he was clothed at his baptism'. He visited St 
Gerasim by the Jordan and learned from St Isidore of Pelusium. He conquered his flesh in strict fasting and 
vigils, but, as far as possible, hid his asceticism from men. He once spent forty days in prayer, neither eating nor 
sleeping, and had one single garment that he wore summer and winter. He had a great gift of wonderworking. 
He had no fixed abode, but lived in the mountains and forests, healing the sick and performing many other 
miracles to help men and glorify God. He entered peacefully into rest in 466. 

Our Holy Mothers the Martyrs Archelais, Thecla and Susanna - The Holy Monastic Martyresses Archelia, 
Thecla and Susanna sought salvation in a small monastery near Rome. During the time of the persecution by 
Diocletian (284-305), the holy virgins attired themselves in men's clothing, cut their hair and set off to the Italian 
province of Campagna. settling in a remote area, they continued to pursue asceticism in fasting and prayer. And 
having received from God the gift of healing, they doctored the local inhabitants, converting many pagans to 
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Christ. But learning of them, the governor of the district gave orders to bring them to the city of Salerno. He 
threatened Saint Archelia with handing her over for abuse and a sentence of death, if she did not offer sacrifice 
to idols. With firm hope on the help of the Lord, the saint refused to submit to the command, and she denounced 
the folly of worshipping soulless statues. Then the governor gave orders to hand over the saint to be torn apart 
by hungry lions, but the beasts meekly did lay at her feet. In a rage the governor gave orders to kill the lions, and 
to lock up the holy virgins in prison.

      In the morning, having suspended Saint Archelia, the torturers began to cut at her with iron utensils and 
pour hot tar on the wounds. The saint prayer all the more loudly, and suddenly over her shone a radiance and a 
voice was heard: "Fear not, for I am with thee". The power of God defended the saint: when they wanted to crush 
her with an immense stone, an Angel pushed it to the other side, and it crushed the torturers instead. A judge 
ordered soldiers to behead the holy virgins, but the soldiers did not dare to put their hands upon the saints. 
Thereupon Saints Archelia, Thecla and Susanna said to the soldiers: "If ye fulfill not the command, ye shalt have 
no respect from us". The holy martyresses were beheaded.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyrs Amandus, Lucius, Alexander, and Avdald at Noviodunum (4th C); St. 
Jarlath, bishop of Tuam, Ireland (†c.550); St. Claudius, bishop of Besancon, Gaul (†699); Venerable Hilarion of the 
Dalmatian Monastery (†845); Finding of the relics of Venerable Barlaam of Hutyn (1452); Venerable Jonah, 
bishop of Ust’-Vym, Perm (†1470); Venerable Paisius of Uglich (†1504); Venerable Jonah of Klimetz Monastery 
(†1534); Venerable Raphael (Sheichenko), confessor (†1957); ‘Pimen’ Icon of the Mother of God.

7 / 20 June — The Holy Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra - was a secret Christian and, as such, used to help the 
Church and give burial to the bodies of the martyrs. He buried the bodies of seven young maidens who had 
suffered for Christ. When the pagans discovered this, they attacked him and he was killed (see May 18th for 
more about him). 

The Hieromartyr Marcellus, Pope of Rome -    Saint Marcellinus was Pope of Rome during the height of the 
persecution against Christians under Diocletian and Maximian (284-305), when during the course of a single 
month 17,000 men were martyred. During this time also Pope Marcellinus was arrested. Terrified of the fierce 
tortures, he burned incense and offered sacrifice to idols. The emperor called him his friend and attired him in 
splendid clothes. Torn with agonising remorse, he wept bitterly that, having roused many to accept torture for 
Christ, he himself gave his flock an example of cowardice.

      During this time at the city of Sinuessa (in Campania) there met a Council consisting of 180 bishops and 
presbyters. Pope Marcellinus appeared at the assembled Council in penitential hair-shirt, his head sprinkled 
with ashes, and he asked to be judged for his betrayal. The fathers of the Council said: "Judge thyself with thine 
own lips. From thy lips the sin did come forth, from thy lips likewise let judgement be pronounced. We know, 
that even Saint Peter out of fear denied Christ, but he bitterly bewept his sin and again received blessing of the 
Lord".

      Then Marcellinus pronounced sentence upon himself: "I recognise myself deprived of the priestly dignity, of 
which I am unworthy. After death let my body not be given over to burial, but rather thrown for devouring to 
the dogs; cursed be the one who dares to bury it".
      Upon his return to Rome Marcellinus went to the emperor, threw down at his feet the fine clothing given him 
and said, that he bitterly regretted his renunciation of Christ. The enraged emperor gave orders to torture him 
and sentenced him to death.

      Fervently having prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who mercifully receives sinners that do repent, the martyr 
willingly placed his head beneathe the sword. With him were beheaded the holy Martyrs Claudius, Cyrinus and 
Antoninus (+ 304).

      The body of Saint Marcellinus lay for 36 days along the wayside. Appearing in a vision to the newly-made 
Pope Marcellus, the holy Apostle Peter said: "Why all this time hast thou not given burial to the body of 
Marcellinus?" "I fear his curse," – answered Saint Marcellus. "Perhaps thou dost not remember, – said the Apostle 
Peter, – that it is written: 'He that humbleth himself shalt be exalted'. Wherefore go bury his body with 
reverence".
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      Fulfilling the command of the Apostle Peter, Saint Marcellus buried the body of holy Pope Marcellinus in a 
crypt, built for burial of the bodies of martyrs by the illustrious Roman Priscilla, along the Via Salaria.

Also commemorated on this day: St. Anacletus, bishop of Rome (1st C); Martyrs Aesia and Susanna (1st C);  
Martyr Potamiaena of Alexandria (†304); Martyrs Kyriake, Kaleria (Valeria), and Maria of Caesarea in Palestine 
(†304); Hieromartyr Marcellus, bishop of Rome, and with him: Martyrs Sisinius and Cyriacus the deacons, 
Smaragdus, Largus, Apronian, Saturninus, Pappias, Maurus, and Crescentian, and martyred women Priscilla,
Lucina, and Artemia the Princess (†309); Venerable Daniel of Scetis (†420); St. Colman, bishop of Dromore, 
Ireland (6th C); Venerable Anthony (Kensky) (†1592); Venerable Gerasim and Thaddeus of Lukhovsk (16th C); 
Venerable Panagis (Paisius) of Cephalonia (†1888); New Hieromartyrs Andronicus (Nikolsky), archbishop of 
Perm, Alexander Mahetov, Alexander Osetrov, Alexander Preobrazhensky, Valentine Belov, Veniamin Lukanin, 
Viktor Nikiforov, Vladimir Belozerov, Ignatius Yakimov, Michael Denisov, Nicholas Konyukhov, Nicholas
Onanyov, Nicholas Rozhdestvensky, Paul Anoshkin, and Paul Sokolov, priests, Gregory Smirnov, deacon, Martyrs 
Athanasius Zhulanov and Alexsander Zuev (†1918); New Hieromartyr Peter Kuznetsov, priest (†1919); 
Glorification of Blessed Paul of Taganrog (1999); Synaxis of the Saints of the Ivanovo Metropolis.

☦☦  Daily Scripture ReadingsDaily Scripture Readings  ☦☦

Monday – Epistle: Rom. 7:1-13 (§94); Gospel: Matt. 9:36-10:8 (§34)

Tuesday –  Epistle: Rom. 7:14-8:2 (§95); Gospel: Matt. 10:9-15 (§35)

Wednesday – Epistle: Rom. 8:2-13 (§96); Gospel: Matt. 10:16-22 (§36)

Thursday – Epistle: Rom. 8:22-27 (§98); Gospel: Matt. 10:23-31 (§37)

Friday - Epistle: Rom. 9:6-19 (§101); Gospel: Matt. 10:32-36, 11:1 (§38)

Saturday –Epistle: Rom. 3:28-4:3 (§85); Gospel: Matt. 7:24-8:4 (§24)

Available on the net at  or at http://www.saintjonah.org/bltn/ or at https://www.orthodoxrva.org/bulletins
 where you can subscribe to the email list. 
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