4*" Sunday After Pentecost

St Jonah, Metropolitan of Moscow and
Wonderworker of All Russia

157/ 28 June

Resurrection Tropar, Tone 3: Let the heavens rejoice / let the earth be glad / for
the Lord has shown strength with His arm!/ He has trampled down death by
death! / He has become the first-born of the dead! He has delivered us from the
depths of hell / and has granted the world great mercy.

Troparion — Tone 4: Having dedicated your whole life to the Lord from your
youth, / you were a paradigm of virtue in prayer, labor and fasting. / God, having
seen your good intent, / raised you up as a high priest and shepherd of His
Church. / Therefore, even after your re-pose, / your honorable body was
preserved whole and incorrupt. / Hierarch Jonah, pray to Christ God that He may
save our souls.

Resurrection Kondak, Tone 3: On this day thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, / leading us from the
gates of death / On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices. / With the prophets and the patriarchs they unceasingly
praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

Kontakion — Tone 8: Since you served the Lord from your youth, O wise one, / and disciplined your body
through fasting and vigil, / you were revealed to be a pure vessel and the dwelling place of the All-holy Spirit. /
Thus, the Church established you to be a hierarch and shepherd, / and having tended it well, you departed to the
Lord, whom you loved. / Therefore, we entreat you to remember us who honor your holy memory with faith, / so
that we may cry to you: “Rejoice, Father Jonah, most honorable hierarch.”

Vespers: Prov. 10:7, 6; 3:13-16; 8:6, 34-35; 4:12, 14; 17:5-9; 1:23; 15:4; Prov. 10:31-11:12; Wisd. 4:7-15
Matins Gospel IV
EPISTLE: Rom 6: 18-23

And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the
weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. For when you
were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which
you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now having been set free from sin, and having
become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH, BUT THE GIFT OF GOD IS
ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD

[In the Orthodox Church] sin is identified not with transgression and guilt, but with failure and “missing
the mark.” The idea cultivated in western Christendom, which identified sin with legal transgression and
salvation with individual justification and atonement, linked Christian ethics in people’s minds with a host of
psychological complexes offering no way of escape. The striving for individual justification and atonement
leaves man still enslaved to his autonomous individuality, separated from the possibility of life and
existence ...The egocentric fear of transgression, and the tendency to gloss over sin or to reach an
accommodation with it are extensions and consequences of the psychological guilt complex, and neither has any
place in the spiritual climate of Orthodox ethics...

In man’s sin, in his failure to be what he is called to be, the Church sees an affirmation of the truth of the
person: personhood is affirmed even in man’s capacity to say no even to life and existence itself, to say no to



God, although relationship and communion with Him are all that makes existence into a hypostasis of life. In
man’s sin, the Church sees the tragic adventure of human freedom ...Sin is the measure of our awareness of
separation from God, of separation from life - it is the measure of our conscious recognition of death ...Thus sin
becomes a starting point for repentance, metanoia. This word in Greek means “change of mind,” in other words
a change in man’s whole attitude... Christ’s assumption of human nature is the event which brings the Church
into being. What Christ has assumed is all of us who make up the body of the Church, burdened as we are with
daily failure: and He shows us to be partakers in His life, in His own mode of existence ...Participation in the
antropic body of Christ, in the existential unity of the communion of saints, is not secured by individual merit or
the objectively recognized “virtues” of the individual: it is secured by repentance, by the new attitude of trust in
God...

Repentance is a change in our mode of existence: man ceases to trust in his own individuality. He realizes
that existing as an individual, even a virtuous individual, does not save him from corruption and death, from his
agonizing existential thirst for life. This is why he takes refuge in the Church, where he exists as someone loving
and loved. He is loved by the Saints, who give him a “name” of personal distinctiveness and take him into the
communion of their love despite his sinfulness; and he himself strives to love others despite their sinfulness, to
live free from the necessities of his mortal nature. He struggles to overcome his individual resistances, his
individual wishes and autonomous impulses, not in order to “improve himself ‘ individually, but in order to
measure up to the “frenzied love” of Christ and the saints, to the preconditions required for personal life as
opposed to natural survival.

Christos Yannaras. The Freedom of Morality, B#81A, pp. 38-42.

Second Epistle: Heb. 7:26-8:2

GOSPEL - Matthew 8: 5-13

Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, Saying, "Lord, my
servant is lying at home paralysed, dreadfully tormented." And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." The
centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a
word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say
to this one, 'Go," and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."
When Jesus heard it, He marvelled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found
such great faith, not even in Israel! And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; and as
you have believed, so let it be done for you." And his servant was healed that same hour.

THE ROMAN CENTURION

“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Mt. 6:33). This is what last Sunday’s Gospel left
with us. On the day of Pentecost the Lord sent down upon His Church the Holy Spirit. Just as all of nature which,
after it had been warmed up by the sun, began to grow flowers, plants, and fruits—so the Holy Church, upon
receiving the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life, began to grow spiritual flowers—her wonderful Saints.

All the Gospel readings since the coming down of the Holy Spirit have been telling us what we must do to
obtain the Kingdom of Heaven; what all the Saints did, how they sought and how they found “the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness.” We were given the commandments of the Lord. But today we are not given
commandments, or a teaching. No, but rather life itself, a living example. And as an example for us, the Gospel
reading gives us a Roman centurion, a pagan. This is an example of the most profound humility. This example
shows us how a master, out of love for his neighbour, becomes a slave. After all, according to his civic position,
this Centurion was master not only over the hundred soldiers which he commanded, but also over all Jews,
which meant even over Christ; because the Jews were enslaved by the Romans.

This Centurion had a servant. And this servant fell sick and was suffering terribly. And here the
Centurion was told that among the Jews who were subject to him there was a remarkable man who had the
supernatural power of healing. Now the Centurion was a pagan. He did not know Holy Scripture, he knew
nothing about the Messianic expectations of the Jews. For him Christ was without doubt a great man, but



nevertheless just a man, and subject to him besides. He could have sent for Him, summoned Him. But humility
blots out all boundaries. His servant was in danger, and this man could help him.

The Centurion himself went to Christ. He went and asked: not for his wife, not for his son, not for his
daughter, father or mother, but for a servant. And he asked a Jew, enslaved by Rome; a Roman citizen asked for
mercy, as a slave would ask his master. And he said: “Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously
tormented” (Mt. 8:6). He said nothing more. In these words trembled all his sorrow. And he brought his sorrow
to Christ. Now he stood humbly and with bowed head waited for an answer. “I will come and heal him” (Mt. 8:7),
Christ quickly answered. How very simple. But look what happened here, to what incredible height the
Centurion’s faith and humility rose. He stopped Christ: “Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under
my roof” (Mt. 8:8). Listen... “I am not worthy.” Now this is repentance. This is the same as if he had said: I am a
sinner and you are a righteous man. ‘But speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed” (Mt. 8: 8). Only a
word. Even the Lord was surprised at such faith. “I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel” (Mt. 8:10). And
indeed the Centurion’s faith was so simple, so very humble. “I am a man under authority, having soldiers under
me; and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth, and to another, Come, and he cometh” (Mt. 8:9). What do these words
express? This is what: Thou art Lord over sickness and health, over life and death. Only say the word! One word!
And Christ said this word: “Go thy way, and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was
healed in the selfsame hour” (Mt. 8:13).What a reward for humility! This is what humility can do! May the Lord
grant us this humility of the Centurion.

The One Thing Needful - Archbishop Andrei

Second Gospel —John 10:9-16

Saints of the Week

15 /28 June — Saint Jonah, Metropolitan of Moscow and Wonderworker of All Russia, was born in the city
of Galich into a pious Christian family. The father of the future saint was named Theodore. The youth received
monastic tonsure in one of the Galich monasteries when he was only twelve years old. From there, he
transferred to the Moscow Simonov monastery, where he fulfilled various obediences for many years.

Once, St Photius, Metropolitan of Moscow (May 27 and July 2), visited the Simonov monastery. After the
Molieben, he blessed the archimandrite and brethren, and also wished to bless those monks who were fulfilling
their obediences in the monastery.

When he came to the bakery, he saw St Jonah sleeping, exhausted from his work. The fingers of the saint’s right
hand were positioned in a gesture of blessing. St Photius said not to wake him. He blessed the sleeping monk and
predicted to those present that this monk would be a great hierarch of the Russian Church, and would guide
many on the way to salvation.

The prediction of St Photius was fulfilled. Several years later, St Jonah was made Bishop of Ryazan and Murom.
St Photius died in 1431. Five years after his death, St Jonah was chosen Metropolitan of All Russia for his virtuous
and holy life. The newly-elected Metropolitan journeyed to Constantinople in order to be confirmed as
Metropolitan by Patriarch Joseph II (1416-1439). Shortly before this the nefarious Isidore, a Bulgarian, had
already been established as Metropolitan. Spending a short time at Kiev and Moscow, Isidore journeyed to the
Council of Florence (1438), where he embraced Catholicism.

A Council of Russian hierarchs and clergy deposed Metropolitan Isidore, and he was compelled to flee secretly to
Rome (where he died in 1462). St Jonah was unanimously chosen Metropolitan of All Russia. He was consecrated
by Russian hierarchs in Moscow, with the blessing of Patriarch Gregory III (1445-1450) of Constantinople. This
was the first time that Russian bishops consecrated their own Metropolitan. St Jonah became Metropolitan on
December 15, 1448. With archpastoral zeal he led his flock to virtue and piety, spreading the Orthodox Faith by
word and by deed. Despite his lofty position, he continued with his monastic struggles as before.

In 1451 the Tatars unexpectedly advanced on Moscow; they burned the surrounding area and prepared for an
assault on the city. Metropolitan Jonah led a procession along the walls of the city, tearfully entreating God to
save the city and the people. Seeing the dying monk Anthony of the Chudov monastery, who was noted for his
virtuous life, St Jonah said, “My son and brother Anthony! Pray to the Merciful God and the All-Pure Mother of
God for the deliverance of the city and for all Orthodox Christians.”



The humble Anthony replied, “Great hierarch! We give thanks to God and to His All-Pure Mother. She has heard
your prayer and has prayed to Her Son. The city and all Orthodox Christians will be saved through your prayers.
The enemy will soon take flight. The Lord has ordained that I alone am to be killed by the enemy.” Just as the
Elder said this, an enemy arrow struck him.

The prediction of Elder Anthony was made on July 2, on the Feast of the Placing of the Robe of the Most Holy
Theotokos. Confusion broke out among the Tatars, and they fled in fear and terror. In his courtyard, St Jonah
built a church in honor of the Placing of the Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos, to commemorate the deliverance
of Moscow from the enemy.

St Jonah reposed in the year 1461, and miraculous healings began to take place at his grave.

In 1472 the incorrupt relics of Metropolitan Jonah were uncovered and placed in the Dormition Cathedral of the
Kremlin (the Transfer of the holy Relics is celebrated May 27). A Council of the Russian Church in 1547
established the commemoration of St Jonah, Metropolitan of Moscow. In 1596, Patriarch Job added St Jonah to
the Synaxis of the Moscow Hierarchs (October 5).

St Jonah, Metropolitan of Moscow is also commemorated on March 31.

The Holy Prophet Amos - born in the village of Tekoa, close to Bethlehem, he was of simple birth and lived a
simple life. Amos was a herdsman for rich men in Jerusalem. But God, who never looks into "‘Who's Who', and
judges a man by the purity of his heart and not by his external appearance, the same God who took Moses and
David from their sheep to make them leaders of the nation; this same God also took Amos to be His prophet.
Amos rebuked King Uzziah and his pagan priests for their idolatry and turned the people from the worship of
the golden calves, teaching them to worship the one, only and living God. When Amaziah, the chief of the pagan
priests, began to persecute him, he prophesied the triumph of the Assyrians over Israel, the slaying of King
Jeroboam and Amaziah's sons and the defiling of his wife by the Assyrian soldiers before his own eyes, because
Amaziah had led the nation into adultery with idols. And so it all came to pass. The son of the priest struck the
prophet on the forehead with a staff so forcefully that he fell down. He was carried, barely alive, to his village of
Tekoa, where he surrendered his holy soul to God. He lived in the 8th century before Christ.

Also commemorated this day: Apostles Achaicus and Fortunatus of the Seventy (1st C); St. Cedronus, patriarch
of Alexandria (f106); Martyr Hesychius the Soldier and two others with him (tc.302); Martyrs Vitus, Modestus,
and Crescentia (fc.303); Martyr Dulas of Cilicia (fc.315); Venerable Orsiesius of Tabenna (4th C); Martyr Leonis of
Syria (4th C); Venerable Jerome of Stridonium (420); Blessed Augustine, bishop of Hippo (7430); Venerable
Abraham of Clermont (t480); Venerable Dulas the Passion-bearer of Egypt (5th C); St. Michael, metropolitan of
Kiev (t992); Translation of the relics of St. Theodore the Sykeote (9th C); St. Spyridon, patriarch of Serbia

(t1389); Great martyr Lazar, king of Serbia (71389); St. Ephraim, patriarch of Serbia (11400); St. Symeon,
archbishop of Novgorod (1421); Finding of the relics of Venerable Gregory and Cassian of Avnezh (1524); New
Hieromartyr Amos Ivanov, priest (11919) ; Synaxis of the Martyrs of Serbia. Movable feast on the fourth Sunday
after Pentecost: Synaxis of the saints of the Pskov Caves Monastery.

16 / 29 June — St Tikhon, Bishop of Amathus - a wonderworker, Tikhon was chosen unanimously as bishop on
the death of blessed Mnemonius, and consecrated by the renowned Epiphanius for the diocese of Amathus. The
purity of his life and his zealous adherence to Orthodoxy recommended him for this rank. There were still
pagans in Cyprus at that time, and Tikhon undertook with apostolic zeal to turn the unbelievers into believers,
and he had great success in this. After lengthy toil in the Lord's vineyard, he entered into the eternity of the
blessed in about 425. He is named a wonderworker because of the many miracles that he performed during his
lifetime. His father was a baker, and whenever his father left him alone in the shop, he would distribute the
bread to the poor without payment. His father reproached him once for doing this, so he prayed to God and their
storehouse became so full of grain that they could open the door only with difficulty. Another time he planted a
dry slip from a vine and the vine grew green and bore fruit in its season.

The Holy Martyrs Tigrius and Eutropius - among the clergy of St. John Chrysostom. When evil men banished
Chrysostom from Constantinople, the cathedral church [Hagia Sophia] was set on fire and a flame rose from it
and fell upon the houses of the persecutors of this beacon of the Church. The people saw the finger of God in that
but the enemies of Chrysostom attributed this fire to his adherents. Many of those who were accused suffered
bitterly because of that, among them Tigrius, the presbyter and Eutropius, the reader. Optatius, the mayor of the
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city, an unbaptized Greek with particular malice, began a pursuit for Chrysostom's followers. Tigrius, in his
youth, was a slave of a wealthy man who castrated him. Freeing himself of slavery, he dedicated himself
completely to the service of the Church and in this service shone as a shining ray. Optatius subjected this "meek,
humble, charitable and hospitable” man to great tortures and then banished him into exile to Mesopotamia
where he died in prison. Eutropius, chaste from birth, pure, blameless and kind was beaten by oxen whips and
by canes and finally hanged. When Christians took his body to bury it, sweet angelic singing was heard in the air.

Venerable Tikhon of Kaluga - The Monk Tikhon of Medynsk and Kaluzh, in his youth accepted monastic vows
at one of the Moscow monasteries, , but through his love for solitude he settled at an isolated spot near
Maloyaroslavl'. He pursued asceticism in a deep dense forest, on the bank of the River Vepreika, in the hollow of
an aged giant oak. Once during the time of an hunt prince Vasilii Yaroslavich (grandson of Vladimir the Brave),
having come upon the Monk Tikhon, angrily ordered him to immediately quit his domain, and made bold to
raise his lash against the monk. The hand of the prince grew immediately numb. Taken aback by such
punishment, the prince repented of his conduct and with humility asked forgiveness. He received healing
through the prayer of Saint Tikhon. The prince entreated the monk to remain always in his domain and build
there a monastery for monks, promising to provide it all the necessities. The Monk Tikhon built a monastery in
honour of the Uspenie (Dormition or Repose) of the Most Holy Mother of God, which he headed. He guided the
monastery until extreme old age, and he died in the year 1492, having accepted the great monastic-schema. The
body of the Monk Tikhon was buried at the cathedral church of the monastery founded by him. The celebration
of the Monk Tikhon was established at the Council of 1584.

Among the disciples of the Monk Tikhon, particularly distinguished by his sanctity of life was the Monk
Nikiphor of Kaluzh. It is assumed, that he was the successor of the Monk Tikhon in guiding the monastery. The
Monk Nikiphor is depicted on icons together with other Kaluzh saints: the Monk Paphnutii of Borovsk (Comm. 1
May), the Monk Tikhon of Kaluzh and Blessed Lavrentii of Kaluzh (Comm. 10 August).

Also commemorated on this day: Venerable Tikhon of the river Lukh, Kostroma (11503); Venerable Nikephoros
of Kaluga (16th C); Monk-martyr Kaikhosro of Georgia (11612); Venerable Moses of Optina (11862); New
Hieromartyrs Hermogenes, bishop of Tobolsk, Ephrem Dolganev, Michael Makarov, and Peter Korelin, priests,
and Martyr Constantine Miniatov (11918); Translation of the Relics of St. Theophan, recluse of Vyshna (2002).

17 / 30 June — The Holy Martyrs Manuel, Sabel and Ishmael - these three brothers were Persians, of a pagan
father and a Christian mother. Brought up in a Christian spirit and baptised, they were high officials at the court
of King Balanos, and were sent to the Emperor Julian the Apostate to conduct negotiations and confirm the peace
between the Persian and Graeco-Roman Empires. The apostate Emperor had arranged some sort of vile
celebration in honour of the idols at Chalcedon, and he went there with his nobles bearing sacrifices for the
idols. The Persian delegates absented themselves from the celebration. The Emperor summoned them and
ordered them to take part in the festivities and offer sacrifice to the gods. They then declared that they were
foreign envoys who had come from the King of Persia to establish peace between the two Empires, and not for
any other reason. They said that they were Christians and considered it unworthy to how down before lifeless
idols and offer them sacrifice. The Emperor, in fury, had them thrown into prison. They were brought out the
next day, and he began to dispute with them about the Faith, but the holy brothers were irrefutable and
unwavering. They were then bound naked to trees and struck and flayed with iron flails. During their torture,
they prayed to God, thanking Him for it: 'O sweet Jesus, these pains are sent to us for love of Thee.' An angel of
God appeared to them, comforted them and took away all their pain. Contrary to all understanding of the rights
of foreign envoys, the wicked Emperor Julian finally issued the order that the three brothers were to be slain
with the sword. There was a great earthquake at their execution, thus making it impossible for the pagans to
burn them as the Emperor had commanded. The earth later gave up the martyrs' bodies for Christians to find
and bury. Many miracles were worked over their relics, bringing many pagan witnesses to the Christian faith.
When the Persian king heard of the inhuman death that Julian had provided for the envoys, he prepared for war
against him. Julian set out for Persia convinced of victory, but he was beaten to his knees and perished
miserably.

St. Nectan of Hartland, martyr (Devon, 6th c.) - The Welsh saint Nectan has always been venerated as a
martyr killed by robbers, although we have no details about his life. He is the patron of Hartland, Devonshire,
which is near the site of his hermitage. The fullest surviving vita dates only to the 12th century in the Gotha



manuscript. This work describes Nectan as the oldest of the 24 children of Saint Brychan of Brecknock. It tells us
that Nectan was already a monk when he and his many relatives sailed from southern Wales to northern
Devonshire. Seeking solitude, he settled in the dense forests. His family would meet him at his hermitage the last
day of each year. After several years he found an even more remote valley with a spring. There he helped a
swineherd find his pigs; later the owner rewarded Nectan with a gift of two cows, which were stolen. Nectan
found them, remonstrated with the thieves, and tried to convert them to Christ. They rewarded his efforts by
cutting off his head. After his death, we are told, he carried his head for half a mile to the spring by his hut.
Bishop Lyfing of Crediton (1021-1046) provided treasures for the church at Hartland, including bells, lead for the
roof, and a sculpted reliquary. Nectan's staff was decorated with gold, silver, and jewels. Manors were built
around the church to give it some protection from the Danish invaders. Five churches are dedicated to Nectan in
Devon and Cornwall and possibly two Breton placenames may be connected with him. His feast is
commemorated at Launceston, Exeter, Wells, and elsewhere. The date of his death is thought to be May 18.

St. Botolph of Boston, England, abbot and confessor (680) - (also known as Botulf, Bostolph) Died c. 680; feast
of his translation is December 1. Botulph and his brother, Saint Adulph, were two noble English brothers at the
dawn of Christianity on that island. They were probably born in East Anglia. At some point they traveled into
Belgian Gaul to learn more about Christian discipline in a monastery because they were then scarce in England.
They progressed in the spiritual life to the point that Adulph is said to have been raised to the episcopate, though
this is questioned. Botulph is said to have been chaplain to the convent where two of his king's sisters lived,
possibly at Chelles. (Liobsynde, the first abbess of Wenlock (Salop), was from Chelles and Wenlock was initially
dependent on Ikanhoe.) Botulph returned to England with the treasure he had found and begged King
Ethelmund of the South Saxons for land on which to set it. The king gave him the wilderness of Ikanhoe
(Icanhoh), formerly thought to be near Boston (Botulf's stone) in Lincolnshire but now believed to be Iken in
Suffolk. (Others relate that the land was provided by the king of East Anglia, either Ethelhere, 654, or more likely
Ethelwold, 654-64.) There he built an abbey and taught the assembled brethren the rules of Christian perfection
and the institutes of the holy fathers. He became one of the foremost missionaries of the 7th century. Everyone
loved Botulph: He was humble, mild, and affable. He always practiced what he preached, finding an upright
example far more important than sermons. Nevertheless, Saint Ceolfrid travelled all the way from Wearmouth
to converse with this man "of remarkable life and learning" before joining Saint Benedict Biscop at Wearmouth.
Botulph thanked God in good times and in bad, knowing that God works all things to the good of those who love
Him. He lived to a venerable age and was purified by a long illness before his happy death Although his
monastery was destroyed by the Danes, his relics were carried to Ely (the head) and Thorney Abbeys. It is said
that when Ethelwold sent his disciple Ulfkitel to collect the relics of Botulph for Thorney Abbey, he found that he
could not move them without also taking those of Adulph as well. Saint Edward the Confessor gave some of them
to Westminster and others are at Bury Saint Edmunds. More than 70 English churches were dedicated to Saint
Botulph, including four parishes in London. Other place names also recall his sanctity including the town of
Boston in Lincolnshire and Botulph's bridge, now Bottle-bride, in Huntingdonshire.

Also commemorated on this day: Righteous Solomon, the King of Israel (10th C. BC); Hieromartyr Philoneides,
bishop of Kurion (7¢.306); Venerable Joseph and Venerable Pior, disciples of Venerable Anthony the Great

(4th C); Martyr Shalva of Akhaltsikhe and 10,000 martyrs of Georgia (t1227); Finding of the relics of the
Righteous brothers Alfanov: Nicetas, Cyril, Nicephorus, Clement, and Isaac (1562); Venerable Ananias of
Novgorod (11581); New Hieromartyr Averky Severovostokov, priest (11918); Venerable Maximus (Popov),
confessor (11934); New Hieromartyr Milan Popovich, priest from Rmansk (1941); New Martyr Pelagia
Balakireva (11943).

18 June / 1 July — The Holy Martyr Leontius - a Roman military commander in Tripoli in Phoenicia in the reign
of the Emperor Vespasian, he was born in Yelada, 'of great physical stature, powerful, strong and bold in battle'.
The imperial governor, Hadrian, sent a military detachment to seize Leontius, Hadrian being a fierce adversary
and persecutor of Christians. The commander of the detachment, Hypatius, fell ill on the way with a grave fever
and the unit had therefore to slow its pace. One night an angel of the Lord appeared to Hypatius and said to him:
'If you desire to be healed, you and your soldiers must cry to heaven three times: "O God of Leontius, help me!" .
Hypatius told his companions about this vision, and they all shouted together as the angel had instructed him,
and Hypatius was immediately healed. This miracle amazed them all, and especially a certain Theodulus. Then
Hypatius and Theodulus went on ahead of the other soldiers to find Leontius. Leontius received them
courteously and offered them refreshment. When he had expounded his faith in Christ, their hearts began to
burn with love towards the Lord, and a bright cloud descended upon Hypatius and Theodulus, shedding dew
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over them. In this way the Holy Spirit of God Himself baptised these two converted souls while St Leontius spoke
the words: 'In the name of the All-holy Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.' The evil Hadrian discovered that
Hypatius and Theodulus had become Christians and ordered that they be beaten without mercy and then
beheaded with an axe. In this manner Leontius's spiritual children died. Then Hadrian ordered a most cruel
torture for Leontius, but Leontius remained unwavering in his faith. His entire body was covered with wounds,
but he prayed to God unceasingly to remain with him. In the midst of these most vicious torments, an angel of
the Lord appeared to comfort and encourage him. At last they threw the martyr onto the ground and flogged him
until he gave his soul to God. Leontius's sufferings were witnessed by a certain Notarius, who recorded all that
he saw on tablets and placed them in the martyr's grave. St Leontius suffered with honour in the year 73.

Our Holy Father Leontius the Seer or Discerner - of Greek descent from the Peloponnese. He lived a life of
asceticism sixty years in the monastery Dionysiou [Mt. Athos] and entered into rest in the year 1605 A.D. being
eighty-five years of age. It is said that this saint entered the monastery only once and only once did he leave the
monastery in sixty full years. That is: he entered when he first went to Dionysiou and departed when they
carried him out to bury him. He possessed the miraculous gift of discernment and prophecy and following his
death myrrh flowed from his relics.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyr Aetherus of Nicomedia (305); Venerable Marina the Virgin of
Bithynia (8th C); Venerable Leontius the Youth, canonarch of the Kiev Caves (14th C); New Hieromartyr
Alexander Krutitsky, Basil Krylov, Basil Smirnov, and Sergius Krotkov, priests, and Monk-martyr Nicanor
(Morozkin) (1938); Finding of the relics of New Hieromartyr Victor (Ostrovidov), bishop of Glazov (1997);
‘Bogoliubov’ and ‘Piukhtitsa’ Icons of the Mother of God.

19 June / 2 July — The Holy Apostle Jude, the brother of Our Lord - one of the Twelve Apostles, he was the son
of Joseph and Salome (not the Salome from Bethlehem, but another), and brother to James the Lord's Brother.
Joseph the Carpenter had four sons by Salome: James, Hosea, Simon and Jude. Jude is often called 'Jude the
brother of James', to note his relationship with his brother (Lk. 6:16; Acts 1:13) . St Jude begins his Epistle: Jude,
the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James'. Although he could call himself the Lord's brother, just as James
did, he did not do so. This was out of humility and out of shame, because he did not believe in Christ the Lord at
the very beginning. When the aged Joseph desired to give Jesus His portion of the property before his death, just
as he was doing for his other children, all of them were against it, including Jude, and only James voluntarily
shared out his portion and laid some aside for Jesus. Jude is also called Levi and Thaddeus. There is another
Thaddeus, or Jude; one of the Seventy (see August 21st), but this Thaddeus or Jude was one of the Great Apostles.
He preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, Galilee, Idumea, Syria, Arabia, Mesopotamia and Armenia. At Edessa,
the city of Abgar, he continued and developed the preaching of the other Thaddeus. While he was preaching in
the region around Ararat, he was seized by the pagans, crucified and shot through with arrows, that he might
reign forever in the Kingdom of Christ.

St. Romuald, abbot of Camaldoli, Ravenna (1027) - About the year 970, when Romuald was twenty years old,
his father quarrelled with a fellow-citizen of Ravenna in Italy and Romuald was horrified when his father killed
his opponent. Just outside Ravenna stands the monastery and church of Sant 'Apollinare in Classe and Romuald
sought refuge there as a monk. After three years he asked an austere hermit named Marinus if he might join him
as a disciple outside Venice. Romuald's early experience in his family made him exceedingly stern against those
who pursued their public careers violently. Peter Orseolo, the Doge of Venice, had reached that office by
murdering his predecessor. Romuald and Marinus, helped by the Abbot of Catalonia, persuaded Peter Orseolo to
repent and resign the office he had gained with blood. Eventually the emperor appointed Romuald head of the
monastery where he had first sought refuge from the evils of the world. But after two years he went to live as a
hermit again. He spent his last years founding monasteries and hermitages in Italy, dying on 19 June 1027 at Val
di Castro in Piceno.

St. Job, patriarch of Moscow - Saint Job, the first Patriarch of Moscow, was born into the family of pious
tradesmen in Staritsa near Tver in the 1530s. His baptismal name was John. After his death in 1607, the relics of
Patriarch Job were buried by the western doors of the Dormition Church of the monastery in Staritsa. Many
miracles took place at his grave.

In 1652, on the recommendation of Metropolitan Nikon of Novgorod, Tsar Alexei ordered that the relics of St
Job and St Philip (January 9) be transferred to Moscow. Metropolitan Barlaam of Rostov presided at the



uncovering of St Job's relics in Staritsa. The Patriarch's incorrupt and fragrant relics became the source of
healing for many who were afflicted by physical and mental illnesses. On March 27 a procession set off for
Moscow with the relics. On Monday of the sixth week of Lent (April 5), the relics of Patriarch Job were brought to
the Passions Monastery. From there, the procession proceeded to the Kremlin, and the relics of the saint were
placed in the Dormition cathedral. A few days later, Patriarch Joseph died and was buried next to St Job.

St Job has long been revered as a worker of miracles. The Altar Crosses in the churches of the Staritsa
monastery and the Tver cathedral contained particles of his holy relics.

Also commemorated on this day: Myrrh-bearer Mary, mother of the Holy Apostle James (1st C); Martyr
Zosimus the Soldier of Apollonia (1116); Venerable Zeno of Egypt (4th C); Venerable Paisius the Great (1400); St.
John the Solitary of Jerusalem (1586); Venerable Romuald of Camaldoli, Ravenna (f1027); Venerable Barlaam of
Shenkursk (11462)

20 June / 3 July — Apostles' Fast — The Hieromartyr Methodius, Bishop of Patara - he devoted himself from
his youth to the ascetic life and, like a city set on a hill, was seen and called to the episcopate in the city of Patara
in Lycia. Methodius was a learned and eloquent hierarch and wrote against the heresy of Origen. His words,
'inspired by God, illumine the whole world like lightning'. The pagans rose up against him, tortured him and
beheaded him in 311, in Chalcis in Syria.

Our Holy Father Naum of Ochrid - During this his summer feast there is a great assembly of people at the
monastery of St. Nahum. Many sick people come or are brought to beseech healing through faith and prayer
over the relics of the saint. Not only Orthodox people but also those from other faiths come to seek favour from
St. Nahum. In 1926, a Muslim from Resna brought and donated a bell to the monastery out of thanksgiving
because St. Nahum healed his brother from his deathbed and restored him to life. The donor was Jemail Zizo and
his brother, who was healed, was called Suleiman Zizo. Both were prominent citizens of Resna.

Also commemorated on this day: Translation of the relics of Martyrs Inna, Pinna, and Rimma of Scythia (2nd
0); Martyrs Paul, Cyriacus, Paula, Felicilana, Thomas, Felix, Martyrius, Vitaly, Crispinus, and Emilius of Tomis
(t290); Martyrs Aristocleus the priest, Demetrian, the deacon, and Athanasius the reader (+306); St. Leucius,
bishop of Brindisi (5™ C); Venerable Studius, founder of the Studion Monastery (5th C); St. Minas, bishop of
Polotsk (1116); Right-believing Prince Gleb Andreyevich of Vladimir (1175); Venerable Callistus, patriarch of
Constantinople (1363); Venerable Nicholas Cabasilas (11397); Translation of the relics of St. Gurias, archbishop
of Kazan (1630); New Hieromartyr Nicholas (Florov), priest (1933); Finding of the relics of Hieromartyr Raphael,
hieromonk, of Lesbos (1959); Venerable Callistus the Byzantine and two other hermits; ‘Modenskaya’ Icon of the
Mother of God.

21 June / 4 July — Apostles' Fast — The Holy Martyr Julian of Tarsus - of a noble senatorial family, he lived in
Tarsus in Cilicia and suffered in the reign of Diocletian. Although only eighteen years old when he was taken for
trial for the Faith, St Julian was already both educated and resolute in Christian faith and devotion. The imperial
governor took him from city to city for a whole year, torturing him all the while and attempting to persuade him
to renounce Christ. Julian's mother followed her son at a distance. When the governor seized her and sent her to
urge her son to renounce Christ, she spent three days in the prison with him, giving him precisely the opposite
advice, teaching him and giving him the strength not to lose heart but to go to his death with courage and
gratitude to God. His torturers then sewed Julian into a sack of sand with scorpions and snakes and threw him
into the sea, and his mother also died under torture. The waves carried his body onto the shore, and the faithful
took it to Alexandria, where they buried it in 290. His relics were later taken to Antioch. St John Chrysostom
himself gave an eulogy for the holy martyr Julian: 'A holy voice comes forth from the lips of the martyr, and with
this voice is poured out a light brighter than the rays of the sun.' He said further: 'Take whomsoever you will, be
he a madman or one possessed, and lead him to the grave of this saint, to the martyr's relics, and you will see the
demon immediately jump out and flee as from blazing fire.' It is evident from this speech that many wonders
must have been wrought at St Julian's grave. Our Holy Fathers Julius and Julian; The Holy Martyr Archil II, King
of Georgia; The Holy Martyr Luarsab II, Prince of Kartli.

St. Mewan, abbot of St. Meen - One of the most famous of the Breton saints was Saint Mewan. A relative of
Saint Samson of Dol,* (* A Life of St. Samson appeared in OA #40, June 1984) he was born in Gwent of a noble



family, and was well-educated, intelligent and serious-minded. When quite young he chose to renounce the
world and lead a life of poverty. As a disciple of his kinsman, he travelled with Saint Samson and a small group
of monks on a missionary journey to Brittany. After some time in the monastery of Dol which they founded,
Samson sent young Mewan to a certain count to beg for assistance in building his basilica. On the way Mewan
met a wealthy and pious man, who promised him his own estate as a site for the monastery. This offer was
taken up later with Samson's blessing when Mewan desired to lead a more solitary life. The site proved suitable
for a monastery except that there was no water. Mewan prayed fervently, and struck his staff into the ground.
Immediately a spring of water gushed out. This water healed both sick men and animals, so that soon the fame
of it spread abroad, and people flocked to it from distant places. The number of monks increased rapidly as his
sanctity became known. Once a count imprisoned and sentenced to death one of his servants for a trifling
misdemeanour. St. Mewan begged the count to release him without avail. Through the prayers of St. Mewan, the
servant was miraculously released, and fled to the monastery for sanctuary. The infuriated count broke in and
seized him, ignoring St. Mewan's warning that as a punishment he would die in three days' time. As the count
was returning home, he was seriously injured by a fall from his horse. He repented, confessed and died on the
third day. Many miracles, particularly of healing, are recorded in the life of the Saint. After his death his cult
gradually spread all over France. His well was famous for its powers of curing a malady popularly called "St.
Mewan's evil," namely a malignant mange that eats the flesh down to the bone. In the Middle Ages it was
established that between four and five thousand pilgrims came annually for healing. The name Méen (Mewan) is
pronounced like the French word for hand, main, so pilgrims used to wear a hand-shaped piece of cloth sewn on
their clothes or hat. They were supposed to live on alms throughout their pilgrimage, and give to the poor on
their return the money they would have spent on the journey. It is recorded that in the mid-seventeenth century
some fifteen thousand pilgrims passed each year through Rennes, where a hospice was built to accommodate
them. Even in the late eighteenth century, annual pilgrimages were still being made and numerous healings of
skin diseases reported. A charming anecdote is told about Saint Mewan's death. Knowing beforehand the hour
of his repose, he called the brethren together in words of love to give them his last instructions. His godson
Austol, who had never been parted from him and had always served him humbly, was pierced with grief. "Why,
father," he cried, "do you leave me your servant desolate? It had been better that I had been buried by your
hands and commended by your holy prayers before your departure." He wept bitterly, and his beloved
godfather replied, "Dearest godson, continue with your usual labour, for by God's mercy, in seven days you shall
join me in the glory of the heavenly life. The bond of love which unites us is not broken; no, it will be made even
stronger." After the Saint's death, Austol continued to serve the brothers as before. On the seventh day, having
observed a three-day fast, he went alone to the church, and there peacefully reposed. The brothers, finding him
dead, and remembering the love which these two servants of God had for each other, opened Saint Mewan's
tomb and discovered that the Saint's body, which diffused a divine fragrance, had moved and was lying on the
right of the grave facing the space on the left as if waiting for his disciple. So Austol, who later was also glorified,
was buried beside his beloved friend. The bones of the two saints thus declared the love that had always united
them. In the year 919 the relics of Saint Mewan and his disciple Saint Austol were moved to Central France to
escape the Norsemen, and were brought back in 1074 on January 18, the day on which they are commemorated

St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco the Wonderworker - Archbishop John was born on June 4, 1896 in
Kharkov province, to the pious aristocrats Boris and Glafira Maximovitch; at baptism he was given the name
Michael. Even in childhood Michael displayed a certain striving toward holiness, similar to that displayed by his
distant relative, the renowned Siberian missionary Holy Hierarch John of Tobolsk, who was glorified by God
through his working of miracles and the witness of his incorrupt relics. Michael was a sickly child with a poor
appetite. He would take his toy soldiers and make them into monks, and the fortresses into monasteries. The
Sviatogorsk Monastery, not far from the Maximovitch estate, provided the impetus for young Michael to take a
seriously contemplative attitude toward life. Under the influence of the youth Michael, his governess converted
to Orthodoxy.

In 1914, Michael completed the Poltava Military Academy, and entered the Kharkov Imperial University
school of law. He was an excellent student, although he devoted part of his time to studying saints’ lives and
other religious literature.

In the religious life of Kharkov, the young Michael was provided with the first step along the path of piety. In
the crypt under the Kharkov cathedral church lay the relics of the Miracle-Worker Archbishop Melety
Leontovitch, who spent his nights standing, with arms uplifted in prayer. Michael came to love this saint, and



began to emulate his podvig [spiritual struggle] by staying awake all night. Thus, gradually, young Michael began
to develop the desire to dedicate himself fully to God, and as a concomitant, began to manifest exalted spiritual
qualities: abstinence and strictness toward himself, profound humility, and compassion for the suffering.

Even before his departure from Russia, young Michael made the acquaintance of the Most-blessed
Metropolitan Anthony (Khrapovistky), founder of the Russian Church Abroad. At the close of the civil war,
Michael and his entire family emigrated to Yugoslavia, where he enrolled in the Department of Theology of
Belgrade University, from which he graduated in 1925. Metropolitan Anthony came to greatly love Michael, and
kept the youth near him. In 1926, Metropolitan Anthony tonsured Michael to the monastic rank with the name
John (after St. John, Metropolitan of Tobolsk), and soon thereafter ordained him a hierodeacon. On the Feast of
the Entry of the Most-holy Theotokos into the Temple, monk John became a hieromonk. In 1929 he began to
teach at the Serbian high school, and soon, with his capacity for inspiring lofty Christian ideals in his students,
won their love.

As a hieromonk, John continued to practice the podvig of strict asceticism, to which he joined a podvig of all-
night prayer, a podvig beyond the capacity of most people. It was during this time that, at the request of local
Greeks and Macedonians, he began to serve in Greek for them. Like Holy Righteous John of Kronstadt, Vladyka
served the Liturgy daily, acquiring thereby great spiritual strength, and having fanned within him the flame of
love for God and for men.Hieromonk John began to visit hospitals and to search out the sick, those in need of
prayer, consolation, and Communion. Inasmuch as Hieromonk John’s renown was constantly growing, the
bishops abroad resolved to elevate him to the episcopate. Wishing to decline such a lofty calling, Hieromonk
John emphasized the fact that he had a speech impediment; the bishops remained unmoved, pointing out to him
that the Prophet Moses had also had a speech impediment.

Hieromonk John’s consecration, and his assignment to the Diocese of Shanghai, China, took place in May
1934. The newly-consecrated Vladyka arrived in Shanghai at the end of November, and immediately made
efforts to restore church unity. He established ties with the local Orthodox Serbs, Greeks, and Ukrainians. At the
same time, he began the work of erecting a huge cathedral church dedicated to Surety of Sinners Icon of the
Mother of God, as well as a three-storey parish house and bell tower. Gifted with boundless energy, Vladyka John
served as the inspiration for the building of churches, hospitals, and orphanages, and played an active part in
many benevolent undertakings in Russian Shanghai.

But despite such frenetic activities, Vladyka John continued to live as if in another world. In order to avoid
secular glory and human praise, he from time to time pretended to act the fool. He remained in constant prayer,
and if he did not serve in the church, then he would read the daily cycle of services himself. Often Vladyka would
walk barefoot, even on the coldest of days. He would eat once a day, and during the fasts of the church would eat
nothing by prosphoras. Each morning, to quicken his spirit, he would pour cold water over himself. He did not
make social visits, but those in need of help he would visit, at unpredictable times and in bad weather. He would
visit those he knew to be sick on a daily basis, taking with him the Holy Gifts. He possessed the gift of
clairvoyance, and the gift of powerful prayer. There is documented a multitude of instances in which miraculous
help came through the prayers of Vladyka John.

In 1939, a certain parishioner, beset by a number of tribulations, began to lose her faith. Once, upon entering
the Church while Vladyka was serving, she witnessed a flame, shaped like a large tulip, descend into the Chalice
during the consecration of the Holy Gifts. After seeing this miracle, her faith returned to her, and she repented of
her faint-heartedness.

It once happened that as the result of constantly being on his feet, Vladyka’s leg became very swollen, and the
physicians, fearing the possibility of gangrene, prescribed that he be hospitalized. After much pleading with him,
they succeeded in talking Vladyka into entering the Russian Hospital. But he did not remain there long. The same
evening, he secretly left and went to the cathedral, where he served the All-night vigil. By the next day, the
swelling had completely gone.

Vladyka used to visit prisons, and he served the Liturgy for those under St.John of Shanghai and San
Francisco, Mural, NW side of our cathedral arrest. Often, upon seeing Vladyka, the spiritually ill would become
calm, and would piously receive Communion. Once, Vladyka John was asked to commune a dying patient at the
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Russian Hospital in Shanghai. On that occasion, Vladyka took a priest along with him. Upon their arrival, he
noticed a gregarious young man of about 20, playing a harmonica The lad was to be discharged the following
day. Vladyka John called to him and said: “I want to give you Communion right now.” The young man
immediately confessed his sins and received Communion. The astonished priest asked Vladyka why he had
tarried with an apparently healthy young man instead of going to the one who was dying. Vladyka answered:
“He will die tonight, and the other one, who is seriously ill, will live for many years.” And so it came to pass.

An enormous feat of charity was Vladyka’s building in Shanghai of an orphanage to serve orphans and needy
children. At first, there were only 8 orphans living there, but over the years, the orphanage gave shelter to
hundreds of children, with an overall total of 1,500. Vladyka himself gathered up ailing and starving children
from the streets of the Shanghai slums.

It once happened that during the war, there was not enough food in the orphanage to feed the children.
Vladyka prayed all night, and in the morning, the doorbell rang. The representative of some charitable
organization had brought a substantial donation to the orphanage. During the Japanese occupation, Vladyka
declared himself to be the temporary head of the Russian colony, and showed great courage in defending
Russians before the occupying Japanese powers.

In Shanghai, there was a voice teacher named Anna Petrovna Lushnikova who taught Vladyka proper
breathing and enunciation, thereby improving his diction. At the end of each lesson, Vladyka paid her $20.00.
During the war, in 1945, she was gravely wounded, and happened to be in a French hospital. Sensing that she
might die during the night, Anna Petrovna begged the nurses to call Vladyka John, so that he might give her
Communion. Because, as the result of war-time conditions the hospital was locked up at night, the nurses
refused. On that stormy night, Anna Petrovna was beside herself, and kept calling upon Vladyka. Suddenly,
about 11:00 PM, Vladyka appeared in the ward. Unable to believe her eyes, Anna Petrovna asked Vladyka
whether she was dreaming or whether he had actually come to her. Vladyka smiled, prayed, and administered
Holy Communion. Afterwards, she calmed down and slept. The next morning she felt healed. As the hospital had
been tightly secured, no one believed Anna Petrovna’s report that Vladyka had visited her during the night.
However, a patient in a neighboring bed confirmed that she had also seen Vladyka. The greatest surprise was the
discovery of a $20 bill under Anna Petrovna’s pillow. In this way, Vladyka left material evidence of his visit.

Archpriest George Larin, who had been an altar boy of Vladyka’s in Shanghai, relates: “Despite Vladyka’s
strictness, all of the altar boys loved him very much. To me, Vladyka was an ideal, one which I wanted to
emulate in every way. Thus, during Great Lent, I would not sleep in bed, and instead lay on the floor. I would not
eat my usual meals with the family, but instead would partake of bread and water in solitude....My parents
became worried and took me to Vladyka. Hearing them out, the prelate asked the guard to go to the store and
bring a sausage. In response to my tearful cries that I did not wish to violate Lent, the wise prelate admonished
me to eat the sausage and to always remember that obedience to parents is more important than personal
accomplishment. “How then should I proceed, Vladyka?” I asked, hoping nonetheless to “especially” apply
myself. “Go to church as you always did, and at home, do what your mother and father ask.” I remember how
grieved I was that Vladyka did not assign to me some “special” deeds to accomplish.”

With the coming of the Communists to power, the Russians in China were once again forced to flee, most
through the Philippine Islands. In 1949, approximately 15,000 refugees from the Chinese mainland were living in
a camp on the island of Tubabao. Every night, he made a circuit of the island, and by his prayers and the sign of
the Cross, protected the island from the seasonal typhoons , something acknowledged by the Filipinos
themselves. By the lobbying efforts of Vladyka in Washington, a law regarding Russian refugees was amended,
with the result that many Russians were permitted to enter the United States. It was during this trip to
Washington in 1949, that on September 11th, the Feastday of the Beheading of St. John the Forerunner, Vladyka
founded our parish.

In 1951, Vladyka was appointed to head the Diocese of Western Europe, with his cathedra in Paris. Vladyka
expended great efforts to unite to the Church Abroad parishes of the French Orthodox Church, and he helped
establish the Orthodox Church of Holland. Vladyka turned his attention to the existence of local saints who had
lived in antiquity but who were heretofore unknown to the Orthodox Church. At his initiative, the Synod passed
a resolution with respect to veneration of a host of saints who had lived in the West prior to the schism of 1054.
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Vladyka was constantly travelling across Europe, and he sometimes would celebrate the Divine Liturgy in Dutch,
in French; later he also served in English. Many revered him as an unmercenary-healer.

The Beatitudes contained in the Gospel are sequentially linked to one another, and conclude with a
reward for enduring abuse and persecution for the sake of the Truth. Toward the end of his days, the time came
for Vladyka John to endure many sorrows. These reached him while he was yet in Brussels. From his spiritual
children in San Francisco, he heard the sad news that dissension had appeared in their cathedral. At this time,
Vladyka John’s long-time friend Archbishop Tikhon of San Francisco, had retired. In his absence, the building of
the cathedral was brought to a halt, and bickering paralyzed the community. In response to persistent requests
by thousands of Russian parishioners in San Francisco, the Synod appointed Archbishop John to the San
Francisco cathedral, so that peace might be restored and the construction of the cathedral completed.

Vladyka arrived in San Francisco, that eternally foggy city of the far West, in the Fall of 1962. Under Vladyka’s
direction, peace was restored, the majestic cathedral in honor of the “Joy to all Who Sorrow” Mother of God was
erected and decorated with gold cupolas.

But things were not easy for Vladyka. He was forced to meekly and silently endure a great deal. He even had
to appear in public court to answer absurd charges of financial irregularities by the Parish Council. All the truth
triumphed, Vladyka’s last years were filled with the bitterness of slander and persecution.

Vladika's life was governed by the standards of the spiritual life, and if this upset the routine order of things it
was in order to jolt people out of their spiritual inertia and remind them that there is a higher judgment than the
world's. A remarkable incident from Vladika's years in San Francisco (1963) illustrates several aspects of his
holiness: his spiritual boldness based on absolute faith; his ability to see the future and to overcome by his
spiritual sight the bounds of space; and the power of his prayer, which beyond all doubt worked miracles.

Several people have asserted that Vladyka John know of the time and place of his death. On June 19, 1966
(old style calendar), Vladyka accompanied the Miraculous Kursk-Root Icon to Seattle, there celebrated the Divine
Liturgy, and then spent 3 hours alone in the altar with the Icon. With the Icon, he visited his spiritual children
who lived near the cathedral, and, then, proceeded to the room in the parish house where he was staying.
Acolytes sat Vladyka down in the chair, and saw that he was already dying. Thus did Vladyka give up his soul to
God before the Miraculous Icon of the Mother of God of the Sign.

Metropolitan Philaret was the principal celebrant of Vladyka’s funeral service. For six days, Vladyka lay in his
coffin, and despite the heat, no smell of corruption was evident, and his hand remained soft. Vladyka rests in a
crypt chapel of the San Francisco Cathedral. In 1994, a special commission for the glorification of Vladyka John
discovered that his relics were incorrupt. On July 2 (new style calendar) of that same year, the blessed founder of
our parish was glorified as one of the Holy Worthy Ones of God.

Soon after his repose, a new chapter began in the story of this holy man. Just as St. Seraphim of Sarov told his
spiritual children to regard him as living after his death, and to come to his grave and tell him what was in their
hearts, so our Vladika also has proved to be hearing those who revere his memory. Soon after his death a one-
time student of his, Fr. Amvrosy P., saw one night a dream or a vision: Vladika, clad in Easter vestments, full of
light and shining, was censing the cathedral and joyfully uttered to him just one word while blessing him:

"happy."

As during his life time, Vladika continues to be very active in helping those who need him. Here are just two of
the thousands of cases of Vladika's miracles. Victor Boyton, who witnessed the healing of his friend by Vladika
John, recounts: "The miracle occurred after I had received the copyright to the English publication of Orthodox
Life from Jordanville, N.Y., which included photos of Vladika John. I had a friend, a Moslem from Russia, who
was suffering from cancer of the blood and was losing his sight. The doctors concurred that in three months time
he would be blind. Placing the picture of Vladika John by my vigil light, I began to pray daily for my friend. After
a short period of time my friend was healed from the blood cancer and began to see normally. The eye doctors
were amazed at this occurrence. From then on, my friend has lead a normal life and reads without impediment."
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By prayers before his incorrupt relics, people are strengthened in faith, and Mosaic over the NW entrance to
the Cathedral. receive healing, consolation, and spiritual powers. After the many struggles, cares, sorrows which
he endured for the sake of Christ and His Truth, Holy Hierarch John has arrived at the peaceful heavenly harbor,
where rejoicing together with the angels, he glorifies the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, God One in
Trinity, to Whom from us as well may there be glory, honor and worship, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Also commemorated on this day: Hieromartyr Terence (Tertius), bishop of Iconium (1st C); Venerable Julius,
priest (¥391), and Julian, deacon (1400); Martyr Archil II, king of Iberia (1744); Venerable Anastasia of Serbia,
mother of St. Sava (1200); Martyr Luarsab II, king of Kartli (1622); Martyr Nicetas of Nisyros (1792); New
Hieromartyr John Budrin, priest (11918); Venerable George (Lavrov), confessor (11932); New Hieromartyrs Alexis
Skvortsov, Nicholas Rozanov, and Paul Uspensky priests, and New Monk-martyr Jonah (Sankov) (1938); New
Martyr Nikita Sukharev (11942); Finding of the relics of Venerable Maximus the Greek (1996); Martyr
Aphrodisius in Cilicia
1 Daily Scripture Readings ¥
Monday - Epistle: Rom. 12:4-5, 15-21 (§109); Gospel: Matt. 12:9-13 (§45)
Tuesday — Epistle: Rom. 14:9-18 (§114); Gospel: Matt. 12:14-16, 22-30 (§46)
Wednesday - Epistle: Rom. 15:7-16 (§117); Gospel: Matt. 12:38-45 (§48)
Thursday - Epistle: Rom. 15:17-29 (§118); Gospel: Matt. 12:46-13:3 (§49)

Friday - Epistle: for Friday: Rom. 16:1-16 (§120); for Saturday: Rom. 8:14-21 (§97); Gospel: for Friday: Matt. 13:3-9
(§50); for Saturday: Matt. 9:9-13 (§30)

Saturday -Vespers: Prov. 10:7, 6; 3:13-16; 8:6, 34-35; 4:12, 14; 17:5-9; 1:23; 15:4; Prov. 10:31-11:12; Wisd. 4:7-15;
Matins Gospel: John 10:1-9 (§35 mid); Epistle: Heb. 7:26-8:2 (§318); Gospel: John 10:9-16 (§36)

Available on the net at or at http://www.saintjonah.org/bltn/ or at https://www.orthodoxrva.org/bulletins
where you can subscribe to the email list.
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