
5th Sunday After Pentecost
Hieromartyr Eusebius, Bishop of 

Samosata
22 June / 5 July 

Resurrection Tropar, Tone 4: When the women disciples of the Lord / learned 
from the Angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection / they cast away the 
ancestral curse / and elatedly told the Apostles / death is overcome / Christ God 
is risen / granting the world great mercy.

Troparion of St Eusebius tone 4: Illumined by the Spirit's wisdom,/ thou didst 
reveal God's word, O glorious Eusebius;/ for as a Hierarch of the Trinity,/ in thy 
holy contest thou didst destroy errors./ Holy Father pray that we all may be 

saved.

Resurrection Kondak, Tone 4: My Saviour and Redeemer / as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-
born from their chains / He has shattered the gates of hell, / and as Master, / He has risen on the third day.

Kontakion of St Eusebius tone 8: Thou didst sow godly teachings and uproot the tares of Arius/ and wast 
adorned with the martyr's crown;/ thou didst proclaim God the Word to be of one Essence with the Father and 
the Spirit:/ wherefore we cry to thee: Rejoice, O Father Eusebius.

Vespers: Lord I have Cried, Tone 4, on 10: Octoechos 7; Hieromartyr 3 (What shall we
call thee); G/N: Sunday Dogmatic in the 4th Tone.

Aposticha: Octoechos; G/N: Theotokion in the Octoechos.

Matins Gospel V

EPISTLE: ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS 10:1-10

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that 
they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and 
seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of 
the law, "The man who does those things shall live by them." But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, 
"Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down from above) Or, " 'Who 
will descend into the abyss?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? "The word is near 
you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): That if you confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For 
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

SEEKING TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, THEY HAVE NOT SUBMITTED 
TO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD

Observe how adroitly he favours them in the word, and yet shows their unseasonable obstinacy ...These things 
he says to show that it was from a petulancy and love of power that they erred, rather than from ignorance ...For 
if Christ be ‘the end of the Law,’ he who does not have Christ, even if he seems to have righteousness, does not 
have it. But he who has Christ, even though he may not have properly fulfilled the Law, has received the whole. 
For the end of the physician’s art is health ...He who does not know how to heal, though he may seem to be a 
follower of the art, comes short of everything: so is it in the case of the Law and of faith ...For what was the object 
of the Law? To make man righteous. But it did not have the power, for no one fulfilled it ...But to this end Christ 
gave a fuller accomplishment through faith. Be not then afraid, he says, as if you are transgressing the Law by 
having come over to the faith. For only then do you transgress it, when for the sake of the Law you do not 
believe in Christ. 
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St. John Chrysostom. Homily XVII on Romans X. B#54, pp. 472- 473.

GOSPEL: ST. MATTHEW 8:28 - 9:1

When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed 
men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. And suddenly they cried 
out, saying, "What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the 
time?" Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. So the demons begged Him, 
saying, "If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine." And He said to them, "Go." So when they 
had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the 
steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into the 
city and told everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. And behold, the whole city 
came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region. So He got into a 
boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.

THE DEMONIACS

The Gospel reading for last Sunday taught us a lesson on the deep humility of the Roman Centurion, who 
came to ask Christ for the healing of his servant. But today’s Gospel does not give us a lesson of what we should 
do, but rather shows us what we should avoid, what we should not do. This shows us the striking reality of the 
existence of the power of evil. In our time such a reality doesn’t even require proof. Every day, every newspaper 
tells about a whole list of crimes which simply cannot be explained without recognising that the person is 
possessed by an external, evil power.

Today’s Gospel draws a terrible picture for us: two demoniacs came out from the tombs, “exceeding 
fierce, so that no man might pass by that way” (Mt. 8:28). Christ permitted the demons to enter into a huge herd 
of swine. The possessed ones were healed, but the whole herd of swine jumped from the precipice into the sea. 
What a terrible force! A real, overt force of evil!

But here is the last verse of the Gospel: “And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus”(Mt. 8:34). And now 
you expect to find something gladdening: the whole town has united in order to meet the Lord. You want to 
think that it was faith that united them, that they, as once did the Samaritans, would ask the Lord to remain with 
them, would thank Him for His healing, for the salvation of two of their townspeople, and also for freeing them 
from the danger present when passing that way. And what happened? Yes, they asked the Lord, but not to stay 
with them, but rather to “depart out of their coasts!” (Mt. 8:34).

Here is the most terrible passage in this Gospel. First the demons were in two possessed men. Later, we 
saw them in an entire herd of swine. And then, a whole town —possessed. With what? With the passion for 
profit. According to Jewish law, raising pigs was unlawful, sinful. But it made money, and huge amounts of 
money. And here an entire herd perished. And the people seemed to be saying to the Lord: “You have only set 
foot on our land and have caused us such a terrible loss. What will happen next if you stay here any longer? You 
will ruin us completely! We see, we understand your greatness: even the devils are obedient to you! But what 
does that do for us? What do the two healed men matter to us? We don’t need your miracles . We need 
thousands, millions of dollars. You are not for us. Go away, go away at once.”

Brothers and sisters, let us examine our soul. Doesn’t the same thing happen with us? Some kind of 
passion takes possession of us, but Christ becomes an obstacle. And in our soul, we whisper the same terrible 
words: “Go away from us.” May the Lord keep us from this! May our words directed to Him always be: “Come to 
us and never leave us.”

 The One Thing Needful - Archbishop Andrei
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Saints of the Week

22 June / 5 July  — Apostles' Fast - The Hieromartyr Eusebius of Samosata - he was a major opponent of 
Arianism. When the patriarchal throne of Antioch became vacant, Meletius was elected Patriarch. This Meletius 
was a shining light in the Church, and deserved the great eulogy given by St John Chrysostom at his death. But 
the Arians soon drove Meletius from Antioch. When Constantius, Constantine's evil son, died, he was followed by 
Julian the Apostate, a man even worse than he, as ruler of the Empire. During Julian's persecution of Christians, 
St Eusebius took off his cassock, clad himself in soldier's garb and travelled around the persecuted churches of 
Syria, Phoenicia and Palestine, strengthening the Orthodox faith everywhere and creating the necessary priests, 
deacons and other clergy and raising some to the episcopate. After the news of Julian's death, St Eusebius 
advised Meletius to summon a Council of the Church in Antioch. This took place in 363, and the twenty-seven 
hierarchs present denounced Arianism once again and proclaimed the Orthodox faith as it was expressed at the 
First Ecumenical Council. Besides Meletius and Eusebius, St Pelagius of Laodicea, a man of great asceticism and 
chastity, made a great impact at this Council, which took place during the reign of the devout Emperor Jovian. 
But he died soon after, and the evil Valens took the throne, and the persecution of Orthodoxy began afresh. St 
Meletius was banished to Armenia, Eusebius to Thrace and Pelagius to Arabia. After Valens, the Emperor Gratian 
came to the throne and restored freedom to the Church, returning the exiled bishops to their rightful places: 
Meletius to Antioch, Eusebius to Samosata and Pelagius to Laodicea. Many dioceses were vacant at that time and 
Eusebius was quick to find canonical pastors for the people. But when he arrived at the city of Doliche with the 
newly-chosen bishop, Marinus, to install him as bishop and denounce the Arian heresy (which was strong in that 
city), a certain fanatical heretic threw a tile from the roof and gave him a mortal wound. This great zealot for 
Orthodoxy, this saint and martyr, died and entered into eternal life in the blessedness of Paradise in the year 
379. 

St. Alban, protomartyr of Britain (c.305) - when the people of Britain began to follow our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
many of them were killed by those who worshipped Satan. The first British Christian to be martyred was St. 
Alban. Alban lived in the city of Verulamium, which today is called Saint Albans. We do not know who his 
parents were, or what kind of work he did. But we do know that he was a very kind man. When the soldiers 
were looking for the local presbyter in order to kill him, Alban hid God's servant in his own house. Alban was not 
yet a Christian, but as he watched and spoke with the presbyter, and heard his prayers, he began to believe in 
Christ. The presbyter taught St. Alban about our Saviour and about the Christian Faith, and the saint believed 
with all his heart, and asked to be baptised. One day, the soldiers heard that the presbyter was hiding in Alban's 
house. They came to search the house and arrest God's servant. St. Alban, however, put on the presbyter's robes 
and the soldiers, thinking that he was the presbyter, arrested him and took him before the judge. The judge was 
very angry with Alban. "Why did you hide this presbyter?" he shouted. "Turn him over to my soldiers, or else you 
will be punished." at this, Saint Alban declared, "I am also a Christian and I adore the true, living God." The judge 
was furious. He cried out, "Renounce Christ and worship our idols, or I will have your head cut off!" The saint, 
however, gave glory to God. The judge ordered, "Take him to the hill and cut off his head." The holy martyr was 
very happy. He was joyful that he was going to give up his life for Christ. As the saint was being led to Holmhurst 
Hill to be killed, they came to the River Ver. The bridge over the river was crowded with people who had come to 
watch his martyrdom, and so the saint walked to the river, signed it with the Cross, and the river opened and left 
a path for the saint and the soldiers. When the executioner saw this, he fell at the saint's feet and confessed 
Christ. The soldiers quickly arrested this new Christian also. The two were taken to the top of the hill, where 
their heads were cut off, and they received the Martyr's Crown from Christ.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyrs Zeno and his servant Zenas (†304); St. Athanasius, bishop of Chytri, 
Cyprus (4th C); 1,480 martyrs of Samaria (†c.615); Venerable Basil, abbot of Patalaria (9th C); St. Gregory, 
metropolitan of Wallachia (†1834); New Hieromartyrs Theodore Smirnov and Gabriel Archangelsky, deacons 
(†1938); Martyrs Pompeian, Galacteon, Saturninus, and Juliana of Constantinople; ‘Korobeynikovskaya-
Kazanskaya’ Icon of the Mother of God.

23 June / 6 July — Apostles’ Fast - The Holy Martyr Agrippina - born and brought up in Rome. She trained 
herself from childhood to live by the Gospel, expelling the stench of the passions from her heart with the sweet-
smelling perfume of purity and chastity. She was betrothed to Christ the Lord, and suffered as a bride of Christ in 
the reign of the Emperor Valerian. She endured beating with staves until her bones were crushed. An angel of 
the Lord appeared to her to strengthen her, until she surrendered her soul to God under fresh tortures. Her 
friends, Vassa, Paula and Agathonica, took her relics to the island of Sicily and buried them there. A church was 
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later built there in her name, where countless miracles were wrought over her relics. She entered into eternal 
rest and was crowned with glory in the year 275. The Holy Martyrs Eustochius, Gaius and those with them.

St. Etheldreda of Ely, England, (679) - Twice Saint Etheldreda (who is also called Saint Audrey) married. 
released from these unwelcome ties first by the death of her husband after five years and secondly after she 
managed to persuade her second husband that they should live as brother and sister a relationship that led him 
to release the saint after twelve years. At last she was able to fulfil her life's desire. In between her two marriages 
she had lived in solitude for five years on the island of Ely. Now she founded a nunnery and a monastery about 
the year 672, ruling this double house as abbess. Etheldreda was a woman of noble birth, the daughter of King 
Anna of East Anglia. But from now on she ceased to wear clothing of fine linen and dressed only in woollen 
garments. Except at Easter, Pentecost and Epiphany, she washed only in cold water. Only when she was ill or on 
great church festivals did she eat more than one meal a day. Seven years after the foundation of the double 
monastery, she died of a plague. The year was 679. The Venerable Bede tells how the body of the saint was 
exhumed. When she died, she had a tumour on her neck. She attributed this to divine punishment because she 
was once vain enough to wear a costly necklace. When her coffin was opened sixteen years later, the tumour 
had healed. Thus Etheldreda became the patron saint of those suffering throat and neck ailments. He also wrote, 
"Now Etheldreda shines upon our days, Shedding the light of grace on all our ways. Born of a noble and a royal 
line, She brings to Christ her King a life more fine."

THE COMMEMORATION OF THE ICON OF THE ALL-HOLY BIRTH-GIVER OF GOD [THEOTOKOS] OF THE 
TOWN OF VLADIMIR - When the Tartar King Ahmet besieged Moscow, Prince John Vasillievitch set out with an 
army to defend the city. Even though the army of Prince John was smaller in number and weaker than the 
Tartar army, nevertheless, it emerged victorious. All at once, an indescribable fear overcame the Tartars and 
they became confused and fled. Everyone ascribed this unexpected success to the icon of the All-Holy Birth-giver 
of God before whom the Russian people prayed for salvation from the Tartars. As a result of this, June 23 was 
designated in Russia for the commemoration of this miracle. 

Also commemorated on this day:  Martyrs Eustochius, Gaius, Proba, Lollia, Urban, and others with them (†300-
305); Righteous Artemius the Youth of Verkola (†1545); Righteous Virgin Parasceva of Pirimin (16th C); Venerable 
Joseph (†1612), Anthony, and Ioannicius (17th C) of Vologda; Translation of the relics of St. Herman, archbishop 
of Kazan (1714); New Hieromartyrs Alexander Miropolsky, Alexis Vvedensky, and Peter Smorodintsev, priests 
(†1918); New Hieromartyrs Mitrophan, archbishop of Astrakhan, and Leontius, bishop of Enotaeva (†1919); 
Synaxis of the saints of Vladimir; ‘Zaonikievsk’ and ‘Umileniye’ (‘Of Tender Feeling’) of the Pskov-Caves Icons of
the Mother of God.

24 June / 7 July —  Apostles Fast - The Nativity of St John the Forerunner - six months before his appearing to 
the most holy Virgin Mary in Nazareth, the great Gabriel, archangel of the Lord, appeared to Zacharias the High 
Priest in the Temple in Jerusalem. Before he revealed the miraculous conception by a virgin who had not known 
a man, the archangel revealed the wondrous conceiving by an old and barren woman. Zacharias was unable at 
once to believe the words of God's herald, and for this his tongue was bound in dumbness and remained thus 
until the eighth day after John's birth. The kinsfolk of Zacharias and Elisabeth gathered together on that day for 
the infant's circumcision and naming. When they enquired of the father how he wished the child to be called, he, 
being still dumb, wrote on a slate: 'John'. At that moment his tongue was loosed and he began to speak. 
Zacharias's house was on the heights between Bethlehem and Hebron. The news of the angel's appearing to 
Zacharias, of his dumbness and of the loosening of his tongue at the exact moment that he wrote 'John', was 
carried throughout all Israel, coming to Herod's ears. So, when he sent men to kill all the infants around 
Bethlehem, he sent men off to Zacharias's family house in the hills, to slay John also. But Elisabeth hid the child 
in good time. The king was enraged at this, and sent an executioner to the Temple to kill Zacharias (for it was 
then his turn to serve in the Temple again). Zacharias was killed between the court and the Temple, and his 
blood clotted and solidified on the paving slabs, and remained as an enduring witness against Herod. Elisabeth 
hid herself and the child in a cave, where she soon died. The young John remained in the wilderness alone, in 
the care of God and His angels. 
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The Holy Martyrs Orentius, Pharnacius, Eros, Firmus, Ferminus, Cyriacus and Longinus - During the reign 
of Maximian (284-305) the Scythians attacked the Greeks. St Orentius was ordered to fight against the Scythian 
champion Marothom, who was distinguished for his special strength of body. He was also a strong and brave 
warrior. Orentius was a Christian, as were his six brothers, who were also serving in the imperial army. Calling 
on the Lord for help, St Orentius defeated Marothom and so stopped the invasion of the Scythians. The emperor 
intended to offer sacrifice to the pagan gods for this victory and he invited the victor, St Orentius, to participate. 
The saint refused, explaining that he was a Christian, and said that he vanquished the enemy by the power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Neither the promise of honors and riches, nor threats of punishment could induce the saint to 
renounce Christ. The fierce and ungrateful emperor gave orders to banish both the saint and his six brothers to 
the Caucasus. During the journey all seven brothers died from hunger or torture. The first to die was St Eros on 
June 22 at Parembol; after him St Orentius suffered martyrdom. They tied a stone around his neck and cast him 
into the sea. The Archangel Raphael took him from the water to dry land at Riza, on the south shore of the Black 
Sea, where the holy martyr surrendered his soul to God. St Pharnacius went to the Lord on July 3 at Kordila. Sts 
Firmus and Firminus died on July 7 at Aspara, on the eastern shore of the Black Sea. St Cyriacus departed this 
transitory life at Ziganeia on July 14, and St Longinus died on the ship on July 28. Battered by a storm, the ship 
went aground at Pitindeia (Pitsunda), where the body of the holy martyr was buried.

Also commemorated on this day: St. Nicetas, bishop of Remesiana (†c.420); Venerable John, hermit of Bohemia 
(†904); Venerable Anthony of Dymsk (†c.1224); Venerable John of Yaransk, Solovki (†1561); Righteous Youths
James (†1566) and John (†1569) of Meniugi; Translation of the relics of Great Prince Michael of Tver (1320); Great 
Martyr John of Suceava (†1330); Martyr Panagiotes of Caesarea (†1765); St. Gerasimus, bishop of Astrakhan 
(†1880).

25 June / 8 July — Apostles’ Fast -  Our Holy Mother, the Martyr Fevronia -  the daughter of Prosphorus, a 
Roman senator. In order to escape marriage with a mortal man, she betrothed herself to Christ and became a 
nun in the East, in Assyria, in a monastery where her aunt, Bryaena, was abbess. Lysimachus, a nobleman's son, 
was desirous of entering into marriage with Fevronia, but the Emperor Diocletian, suspecting him of being a 
secret Christian, sent him to the East with his uncle, Silenus, to seize and kill the Christians. Silenus was as 
ferocious as a wild beast and mercilessly exterminated the Christians wherever he could. Lysimachus, on the 
contrary, protected the Christians whenever possible and hid them from his bestial uncle. Having emptied 
Palmyra of Christians, Silenus came to the city of Nisibis, close to which there was the monastery of fifty ascetic 
virgins in which Fevronia was a nun. Although she was barely twenty years old, Fevronia was held in respect 
both in the monastery and in the city for her meekness, wisdom and restraint. The monastery followed the rule 
of a former abbess, Blessed Platonida, and every Friday the nuns would spend their time in prayer and reading 
sacred books, with no other work. Bryaena had appointed Fevronia to read to the other sisters while standing 
behind a curtain, so that no-one would be distracted or captivated by the beauty of her face. When Silenus heard 
about Fevronia, he ordered that she be brought before him. When the holy maiden refused to renounce Christ 
and enter into marriage with a mortal man, he ordered them to whip her and then cut off her hands, breasts and 
feet and finally to slay her with the sword. But a fearful divine punishment came upon her tormentor that very 
day. A demon entered into him, and a fearful terror took hold of him. In his terror, he struck his head on a 
marble pillar and fell down dead. Lysimachus ordered that Fevronia's body be gathered together and brought to 
the monastery for solemn burial, and he, together with many of the soldiers, was haptised. Many healings were 
wrought through Fevronia's holy relics, and she herself appeared on the day of her Feast, standing in her usual 
place among the sisters. They beheld her with both fear and joy. St Fevronia suffered and went to eternal 
blessedness in the year 310, and her relics were translated to Constantinople in 363. 

Prince Peter and Princess Febronia, wonderworkers of Murom -  Holy Prince Peter, in monasticism David, 
and Holy Princess Febronia, in monasticsm Evphrosynia, Murom Wonderworkers: Holy Prince Peter was the 
second son of the Murom prince Yurii Vladimirovich. He entered upon the throne of Murom in the year 1203. 
Several years before this Saint Peter had fallen ill with leprosy, from which no one was able to heal him. In a 
dream vision it was revealed to the prince, that the daughter of a bee-keeper would be able to heal him – the 
pious maiden Febronia, a peasant of Laskova village in Ryazan gubernia. Saint Peter sent his emissaries to this 
village.

      When the prince saw Saint Febronia, he so fell in love with her for her piety, wisdom and virtue, that he 
made a vow to marry her after being healed. Saint Febronia healed the prince and became his wife. The holy 
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couple loved each other through all their ordeals. The haughty boyars did not wish to have a princess of 
commoner's origin and they urged, that the prince leave her. But Saint Peter refused, and so they banished the 
couple. They sailed off on a boat from their native city along the River Oka. Saint Febronia continued to console 
Saint Peter. But soon the wrath of God fell upon the city of Murom, and the people urged, that the prince return 
together with Saint Febronia.

      The holy couple was famous for its piety and charity. They died on the same day and hour – 25 June 1228, 
having before this taken monastic tonsure with the names David and Evphrosynia. The bodies of the saints were 
put in the same grave.

      Saints Peter and Febronia showed themselves exemplary models of Christian marriage.
      By their prayers they bring down Heavenly blessing upon those entering into marriage. 

Also commemorated on this day:   Martyrs Leonis, Libya, and Eutropa of Syria (†c.305); Venerable Symeon of 
Mt. Sinai (5th C); Venerable Dionysius (†c.1389) and Dometius (†c.1405) of Mt. Athos; Venerable Dalmatus of Iset 
(†1697); Monk-martyr Procopius of Smyrna (†1810); New Hieromartyr Basil Militsyn, priest (†1918); Venerable 
Nikon, the Confessor of Optina (†1931);New Hieromartyr Basil Protopopov, priest (†1940).

26 June / 9 July —  Apostles’ Fast – Our Holy Father David - born in Salonica, where he at first lived the ascetic 
life in a shelter he had built in an almond tree, he later continued his asceticism in Thessaly. He purified himself 
so greatly by fasting, prayer and vigils that he was made worthy to receive great grace from God. Once he took a 
live coal in his hand, placed incense on it and censed the Emperor with no sort of protection for his hand. The 
Emperor, when he saw this, bowed down to the ground before David, who amazed the people by his countless 
miracles. He entered peacefully into rest in the blessedness of eternity in 540.

Appearance of the Tikhvin Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos -  The Tikhvonsk Icon of the Mother of God, 
according to tradition, is one of the icons written by the holy Disciple and Evangelist Luke. In the V Century it 
was transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople, where the Blakhernae church was built for it. In the year 
1383, 70 years before the taking of Constantinople by the Turks, the icon disappeared from the church, and re-
appeared amidst a radiant light over the waters of Lake Ladoga. Miraculously taken from place to place, it then 
remained near the city of Tikhvin. At the place of the appearance of the icon was built a wooden church in 
honour of the Uspenie-Dormition of the Mother of God. Through the zeal of GreatPrince Vasilii Ivanovich (1505-
1533), in place of the wooden church was built a stone church. In 1560 by order of tsar Ivan the Terrible a men's 
monastery was established nearby the church, and enclosed by a stone wall. During the years 1613-1614 the 
Swedish army, having seized Novgorod, more than once tried to destroy the monastery, but by the intercession 
of the Mother of God the monastery was saved. Thus, one time, in sight of the nearby Swedish army, the monks 
decided to flee from the monastery taking with them the wonderworking icon, but they were not able to remove 
it from its place. This miracle halted the dispirited, and they remained at the monastery, hoping on the 
intercession of the Mother of God. The insignificant number of defenders of the monastery successfully repulsed 
the numerically greater enemy. The invading Swedes then encountered a numerous Russian army, coming from 
Moscow, like some heavenly host, and they turned to flight. Imperial emissaries arrived at the monastery after 
the miraculous victory over the Swedes. Taking along a copy of the wonderworking icon, they set off to the 
village of Stolbovo, 50 versts from Tikhvin, where on 10 February 1617 peace was concluded with the Swedes. 
The primary pledge of peace from the Russian side was on the transferred copy of the wonderworking icon. 
Afterwards this copy was taken to Moscow and placed in the Uspensk cathedral, and then at the request of the 
people of Novgorod, involved then in war with the Swedes, it was sent off to Novgorod and placed in the Sophia 
cathedral. The All-Russian feast of the Tikhvinsk Icon of the Mother of God, glorified by innumerable miracles, 
was established by the Church in memory of its miraculous appearance and the vanquishing of enemies through 
the intercession of the Mother of God.

Also commemorated on this day: Martyrs Gallican the Patrician, John and Paul of Rome (†361-363); St. John, 
bishop of Gothia (†c.800); Martyr Pelagius of Cordoba (†924); St. Dionysius, archbishop of Suzdal (†1385); Finding 
of the relics of Venerable Tikhon of Lukhov, Kostroma (1569); Monk-martyr David of Mt. Athos (†1813); New 
Hieromartyr George Stepanyuk, priest (†1918); ‘Neamts,’ ‘Seven Lakes,’ and ‘Lydda’ Icons of the Mother of God.
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27 June / 10 July —  Apostles Fast - St Sampson the Hospitable - born of rich and eminent parents in ancient 
Rome, where he studied all the secular wisdom of that time, devoting himself in particular to the study of 
medicine. Sampson was a compassionate and liberal physician, and gave the sick medicine for both soul and 
body, counselling each man to fulfil the requirements of the Christian faith. He moved to Constantinople, where 
he lived in a tiny house from which he distributed alms, comfort, advice, hope, medicine and all possible aid to 
those suffering in spirit and in body. The Patriarch heard of Sampson's great virtue and ordained him priest. At 
that time the Emperor Justinian the Great became ill with what his doctors believed to be an incurable disease. 
The Emperor prayed with great fervour, and God revealed to him in his sleep that Sampson would heal him. 
When the Emperor summoned Sampson to court, the old man had only to put his hand on the diseased place and 
the Emperor was healed. When Justinian offered him an immense sum of money, Sampson thanked him but 
would accept nothing, saying to the Emperor: 'O Emperor, I had silver and gold and other riches, but I left it all 
for the sake of Christ, that I might gain heavenly and eternal wealth.' When the Emperor insisted on doing 
something for him, Sampson asked him to build a home for the poor. In that home, Sampson cared for the poor 
as a father cares for his children. His compassion for the poor and weak was second nature to him. This holy 
man, filled with heavenly power and goodness, entered peacefully into rest on June 27th, 530. He was buried in 
the Church of the Holy Martyr Mocius, his kinsman. After his death, Sampson appeared many times to those who 
called upon him for aid.

Also commemorated on this day: St. Joanna the Myrrh-bearer (1st C); Martyr Anectus of Caesarea (†304); 
Venerable Severus of Valeria, priest (6th C); Venerable George of Iberia and Mt. Athos (†1065); Blessed Martin of
Turov (†1150); Venerable Serapion of Kozha Lake (†1611); Hieromartyr Kirion, catholicos-patriarch of Georgia 
(†1918); New Hieromartyrs Alexander Sidorov, Vladimir Sergeev, and George Nikolsky, priests (†1918); New 
Hieromartyr Peter Ostroumov, priest (†1939); Finding of the Relics of Venerable Ambrose, Leo, Macarius, 
Hilarion, Anatoly (the elder), Barsanuphius and Anatoly (the younger) of Optina (1998); Hieromartyr Pierius of 
Antioch, priest.

28 June / 11 July — Apostles Fast - The Holy Martyrs Cyrus and John - these holy martyrs are commemorated 
on January 31st, and their lives and sufferings are described under that date. Today we commemorate the 
translation of their relics from Canopus to Menuthis, and the numerous miracles associated with them. St Cyril, 
the Patriarch of Alexandria, prayed fervently for the extermination of the abominable idolatrous practices at 
Menuthis, where there was a temple and where the demonic powers held sway. An angel of God appeared to the 
Patriarch and told him that Menuthis would be cleansed of its impurity if he brought the relics of Ss Cyrus and 
John to the town. The Patriarch did this at once. He brought the relics of the holy martyrs to Menuthis and had a 
church built there in their honour. Ammonius, the son of the governor of Alexandria, Julian, was healed of 
scrofula through the martyrs' relics, and a certain Theodore was healed of blindness. Isidore of Maium was 
healed of a wasting disease of the liver, Theodore's wife of the effects of poison, a certain Eugenia of dropsy and 
a great many others of various diseases and torments. All this took place in the year 412.

Our Holy Father Sennuphius the Standard-Bearer - Sennuphius was a great ascetic and miracle-worker of the 
Egyptian desert. He was a contemporary of Patriarch Theophilus and Emperor Theodosius the Great. He is called 
the "Standard-bearer" because by his prayers he once helped Emperor Theodosius to gain a victory over the 
army of his adversaries. When the emperor summoned Sennuphius to Constantinople, Sennuphius replied that 
he was unable to do so but sent him his tattered monastic habit and staff. Setting out to battle the emperor 
donned Sennuphius' monastic habit and carried the staff and returned victorious from battle.

Our Holy Father Paul the Physician - a Corinthian by birth. Completing his schooling, Paul withdrew to a 
monastery and was tonsured a monk. He had a difficult struggle with the impure spirit of fornication. However, 
when with the power of the cross he drove the impure spirit of fornication away from himself, that spirit created 
a malicious falsehood, i.e., [the spirit] gave approval to a depraved woman to say that she had given birth to a 
child by Paul. The heretics then dragged him from the monastery, placed the child in his arms and forced him to 
walk throughout the town for the people to spit on him. The baby was only a few days old. St. Paul prayed 
fervently to God and said to the people: "Behold, let the child himself say who is his father." The child stretched 
out its hand from the swaddling clothes and pointed to a blacksmith and said: "That man is my father and not 
Paul the monk!" The adversaries of Paul became ashamed and God granted great healing powers to Paul so that 
when he placed his hand on the sick, they became whole. Paul reposed peacefully in old age pleasing God by his 
life on earth. He lived in the seventh century.
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St. Austol of Cornwall (6th c.) - Tropar of St Austol, Tone 7: Light of Cornwall and pillar of the Faith,/ holy 
Austol, disciple of Samson:/ thou wast a fellow-labourer with Saint Mewan,/ in such companionship that thou 
didst die with him and share his grave./ Pray to Christ our God to grant us His great mercy.

Icon of the Mother of God ‘Of the Three Hands’ -    The Icon of the Mother of God, named  "Of Three Hands" 
("Troeruchitsa"): In the IX Century at the time of the Iconoclasts, the Monk John Damascene (+ c. 780, Comm. 4 
December) was zealous in his veneration of holy icons. Because of this, he was slandered by the emperor and 
iconoclast Leo III the Isaurian (717-740), who informed the Damascus caliph that the Monk John was committing 
treasonous acts against him. The caliph gave orders to cut off the hand of the monk and take it to the 
marketplace. Towards evening Saint John, having asked the caliph for the cut-off hand, put it to its joint and fell 
to the ground before the icon of the Mother of God. The monk begged Our Lady to heal the hand, which had 
written in defense of Orthodoxy. After long prayer he fell asleep and saw in a dream, that the All-Pure Mother of 
God had turned to him promising him quick healing. Before this the Mother of God bid him toil without fail with 
this hand. Having awakened from sleep, the Monk John saw that his hand was unharmed. In thankfulness for 
this healing the Monk John placed on the icon an hand fashioned of silver, from which the icon received its 
name "Of Three Hands". According to tradition, the Monk John wrote a song of thanksgiving to the Mother of 
God – "All of creation rejoiceth in Thee, O Full of Grace", which appears in place of the Mother of God hymn 
"Mete it is in truth" in the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great.

Saint John Damascene accepted monasticism at the Laura monastery of the Monk Sava the Sanctified and there 
bestowed his wonderworking icon. The Laura presented the icon "Of Three Hands" in blessing to Sainted Savva, 
ArchBishop of Serbia (+ 1237, Comm. 12 January). During the time of an invasion of Serbia by the Turks, 
Christians wanting to safeguard the icon entrusted it to the safekeeping of the Mother of God Herself. They 
placed it upon a donkey, which without a driver proceeded to Athos and stopped in front of the Khilendaria 
monastery. The monks put the icon in the cathedral church. During the time of discord over the choice of 
hegumen, the Mother of God deigned Herself to accept to head the monastery, and from that time Her holy icon 
has occupied the hegumen's place in the temple. And from that time at the Kilendaria monastery there is chosen 
only a vicar, and the monks by monastic useage receive from the holy icon blessing in every obedience.

Venerable Sergius and Venerable Herman, the Wonderworkers of Valaam -  The Monks Sergei and German 
of Valaamo settled on the island of Valaamo in 1329. The brethren gathered by them shone forth the light of 
Orthodoxy in this frontier land. The Karelian people began to regard Christianity with renewed suspicion, with 
its authority in the XIII Century being undermined by the Swedes, who sought to spread Catholicism by means of 
the sword. The Monks Sergei and German died in about the year 1353. A second commemoration of them is on 
11 September.

Also commemorated on this day: Venerable Sergius the Magistrate of Crete (9th C); Venerable Xenophon, abbot 
of Robeika (†1262); New Hieromartyr Basil Sitnikov, deacon (†1918); Nun-martyr Sebastiana (Ageyev-Zueva) 
(†1938); New Hieromartyr Gregory Samarin, deacon (†1940).

☦☦  Daily Scripture ReadingsDaily Scripture Readings  ☦☦

Monday – Epistle: for Monday: Rom. 16:17-24 (§121); for Tuesday: I Cor. 1:1-9 (§122)
Gospel: for Monday: Matt. 13:10-23 (§51); for Tuesday: Matt. 13:24-30 (§52)

Tuesday –  Vespers: Gen. 17:15-17, 19; 18:11-14; 21:1-8; Judg. 13:2-8, 13-14, 17-18, 21; Isa. 40:1-3, 9; 41:17-
18; 45:8; 48:20-21; 54:1; Matins Gospel: Luke 1:24-25, 57-68, 76, 80 (§3); Epistle: Rom. 13:11-14:4 (§112)

Gospel: Luke 1:1-25, 57-68, 76, 80 (§1)

Wednesday –Epistle: I Cor. 2:9-3:8 (§127); Gospel: Matt. 13:31-36 (§53)

Thursday – Epistle: I Cor. 3:18-23 (§129); Gospel: Matt. 13:36-43 (§54)

Friday - Epistle: I Cor. 4:5-8 (§130 mid); Gospel: Matt. 13:44-54 (§55)
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Saturday –Vespers: I Pet. 1:3-9; I Pet. 1:13-19; I Pet. 2:11-24; Matins Gospel 6: Luke 24:36-53 (§114)
Epistle: for Sunday: Rom. 12:6-14 (§110); for the Apostles: II Cor. 11:21-12:9 (§193)

Gospel: for Sunday: Matt. 9:1-8 (§29); for the Apostles: Matt. 16:13-19 (§67)

REFLECTION

Protestants have rejected the miracles of God through material things. By doing this they thought to 
despiritualize the Christian Faith however, in doing this, they have impoverished and deformed Christianity. 
They have rejected the action of God's power through icons, through the relics of the saints, through the Cross 
and, finally, some of them even through the power of Holy Communion. If they were to follow this erroneous 
path, they would have to reject even the miracles which have occurred from the living body of the Lord Jesus, 
for His body was material; the same with the miracles by the touch of the apostles' hands and the hands of the 
saints, for these hands are also material and not even to mention the rod of Moses, or the vesture of the All-holy 
Birth-giver of God, of the handkerchief of the Apostle Paul and so forth. In their rejection, Protestants stand in 
contradiction to the entire ancient Church. Here is one out of thousands and thousands of proofs that God acts 
through things, especially when He wants to glorify His saints: there was a tall pillar erected in Alexandria 
bearing the statue of Emperor Theodosius dressed in monastic habit and with a monastic staff in his hand. This 
pillar served as a memorial of the emperor's victory which he, clad in the monastic habit of St. Sennuphius and 
with Sennuphius' staff in his hands, carried against his adversaries. When God wills, then even one garment of a 
saint conquers the powerful armies of unbelievers. Who would dare to limit actions or the methods of action of 
the power of the Almighty God?

Available on the net at  or at http://www.saintjonah.org/bltn/ or at https://www.orthodoxrva.org/bulletins
 where you can subscribe to the email list. 
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